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Monday, Oct. 17 p Live Music 6:30–8:30 p No seating before 6 pm

Dance — dine — and listen to great jazz at the Kopper Top Guest House
634 Stocking NW (one door south of Fourth Street) — Open Seating

$8 members; $5 students; $12 non-members, free if they join WMJS at this event! – Admission includes 
bowl of Gumbo or Chili plus salad and crackers – Refills $2 — Food Service from 6-7:30 — Cash bar

Please, early arrivers: we cannot open the doors for seating before 6 p.m.… if you 
don’t want to stand outside in the cold, please wait next door at the Kopper Top.

Jazz Gumbo Showcase

Some of the songs recognized as 
Holiday’s most memorable will be 
performed, such as God Bless the Child, 
Ain’t Nobody’s Business and the haunt-
ing Strange Fruit.

She and Scott last appeared at our 
Feb. 2010 Jazz Gumbo where they 
presented a varied program of jazz 
standards, pop, blues, and even some R 
& R (Scott’s rousing It’s All Right With 
Me). Accompanied by John Gist’s ter-
rific tenor and soprano sax along with 
Patrick Handlin on bass, even a vocal-
ist as exellent as Michelle would have 
trouble finding a better support group!

Michelle also performs with her 
group Entyce (often at the What Not 
Inn) when not directing her staff in 
the Classified department at the Grand 
Rapids Press. Scott is an award-winning 
director of some of the area’s most 

memorable stage productions: Smokey Joe’s Café, Ain’t Misbehavin’ and J.C. Superstar.
Tonight’s program will include some stories, facts and tidbits from the fascinating story of Ms. Holiday’s life. She had such 

an impact on our culture, both as the most pioneering manipulator of phrase and tempo, but also as an iconic and haunting 
historical image. We hope you will leave tonight’s event taking A Taste of Billie ringing in your ears.

Michelle Covington and the Scott Bell Quartet
with



She’s been gone just over 50 years (born 
1915, died age 44 July 1959), but her seminal 
influence on jazz and pop singing will never die. 
What made her so unique? Mostly it was her 
manipulation of phrasing and tempo; she was 
a master of improvisation. Perhaps it was her 
small (a range of barely 1-1/2 octaves without 
strong projection) voice itself that led her to 
put such profound emotion into every song. 
Billie Holiday was never primarily a jazz or 
blues or pop singer, but she took command of 
a lyric like no one else. She is still considered 
the female voice of jazz.

At the time her talent was emerging (she 
started singing in neighborhood clubs in the early ’30s at 
age 14) it was fashionable for black singers to sound white in 
order to appeal to a wider audience. Billie was always a black 
singer with some of the basic earthiness, sexuality, and real-
life qualities that marked the best of her forerunner, Bessie 
Smith. Although never considered a blues singer, everything 
she sang was tinged with a blues feeling.

Her searing, gut-level qualities that were so much a part of 
her vocals seems to reflect the often gruesome aspects of her 
life. Born to unmarried teenaged parents, she was raped at age 
10 and temporarily in prostitution along with her mother a 

few years later. By her 20s she was seeking sol-
ace in alcohol, marijuana, and finally heroin. 
It was a life pock-marked with tragedy, despair, 
frustration and heartache, even though there 
were periods of great success, recognition and 
high earnings.

Jazz producer John Hammond heard her in 
a New York club in 1933 and with his exten-
sive influence got her a recording date with a 
Benny Goodman group. Teddy Wilson was on 
the piano for What a Little Moonlight Will Do, 
which became a minor hit. Wilson became her 
bandleader/arranger/manager for the record-
ing contract she got with Brunswick and the 

late ’30s established her with jazz aficionados for her work 
with Wilson, Ben Webster, Roy Eldridge, (she toured with 
the Count Basie band for most of 1937, and Artie Shaw’s 
in 1938) also earning the support and respect of such all-
stars as Jo Jones, Buck Clayton and Lester Young. She and 
Lester established a rapport like no other, with the tenor sax 
player providing sublime intros and solos whereby each was 
complementing and enhancing the other’s vocal lines to 
perfection. He named her “Lady Day” and she labeled him 
“Pres.” Find their best collaborations on The Golden Years, 
Vol. 1 from 1937.

Small combo settings showed her off best. She recorded 
Strange Fruit in 1939 on Commodore along with an unmatch-
able rendition of Yesterdays and a magnificent and rare blues 
performance on her composition of Fine and Mellow. These 
can be found on Strange Fruit/The Commodore Years. She was 
signed by Decca in 1944 and recorded Lover Man, which led 
to her getting solo concert gigs earning as much as $1,000 
per week but spent most of it on drugs and an assortment of 
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“bad boys.” She had a knack for picking 
men (or allowing them to pick her) who 
mistreated her and took her money. She 
was arrested in 1947 and served 10 months 
on drug charges.

A “come back” concert at Carnegie Hall 
in March 1948 was a “sold out” success, 
but the jail sentence had cost her the New 
York City cabaret card that an entertainer 
was required to have in order to perform in 
clubs that sold booze. By the early 1950s 
it was obvious that her personal excesses were beginning to 
take their toll. She was now signed with the famous “Jazz at 
the Philharmonic” producer Norman Granz, recording under 
his various labels. Her voice was becoming coarse and fragile, 
but it never lost the edge that made it so distinctive. Granz 
produced The Voice of Jazz, Vols 1-10. Many of these, where 

she is accompanied by old friends like Ben Webster, Harry 
(Sweets) Edison, Charlie Shavers and a young Oscar Peterson 
are scaled to previous peak performances. 

Her personal appearances had become even more erratic 
than her recording dates. A huge exception to this, however, 
was a special CBS-TV program, The World of Jazz in 1957. It 
featured her singing a painfully moving version of Fine and 
Mellow, with an also “over the hill” Lester Young adding 
what has been called the finest jazz solo ever recorded to her 
rendition of this classic.

The previous year her autobiography, Lady Sings the Blues, 
ghost-written by friend William Dufty from many personal 
conversations with her, became a popular topic of the day 
and resulted in the release of a good-selling album of the 

same title in June 1956, and two excellent 
concerts at Carnegie Hall in November. 

Billie went to the hospital in May 1959 
with liver and heart disease, where she died 
on July 17 with 70 cents in the bank, having 
been swindled out of her earnings by the 
last of her husband/boyfriends. The 1973 
movie based on her life story featured fine 
acting by Diana Ross, but those who really 
knew the facts of her life found it to be a 
travesty. Still, 50 years after her death, her 
voice remains “the voice of jazz.”

file name is “coleman_hawkins_BH” but he looks like Lester 
Young to me… and he’s got a sax    

Billie Holiday and Lester Young on “Fine and Mellow”

Billie Holiday and Coleman Hawkins
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President Craig Benjamin began the 
awards presentations to Edye by read-
ing the Mayor’s Proclamation naming 
September 19, 2011 “Edye Evans Hyde 
Day” in Grand Rapids. He was followed 
by Vice President John Miller, who read 
and presented Edye with a plaque from 
WMJS declaring her our lady of the year! 
Executive Manager Dona Raymer then 
gave her an Honorary Life Member-
ship Card, and last but by far from least 
Secretary Barb Keller presented Edye 
with the wonderful poster we put together 
each year from the narrative and pictures 
from that month’s Jazz Notes. Craig held 
the poster high for all to see while Barb 
suggested Edye might want to nail it to her 
front door!

Edye’s 
Evening

Past and present: former Executive Manager Betty Forrest compliments current Man-
ager Dona Raymer on her hard and successful work on the Musician of the Year event.

The center of attention, Ms Edye Evans Hyde, 
looking like the splendid leading lady she is, 

introduces her family and guests at her front-
row center table
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Executive Manager Dona Raymer then 
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front door!

June 2011

Edye’s tablemates, seated from left to right: brother Ron Evans; his wife Dawn; Mike’s Dad, Les Hyde; his sister 
Sherree. Standing: Edye; husband Mike; her Mom, Mary; and her best friend, Robbie Brownridge.

Mike and Edye were joined by Mary Rademacher and Mark Kahny for some jammin.’ Mary and Edye closed the 
evening with lots of improvising on some Muddy Waters blues… a great closing to a great evening.

Edye joined the band to 
perform for us once dinner 
was over. The band was 
fantastic… Terry Lower 
on keys and Keith Hall 
on drums set rhythm and 
pace that could not be 
beat, with Mike Hyde on 
guitar. Cole Porter’s “All 
of You” set the tone for a 
great evening of music and 
tributes.

please turn the page
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This was our first event held at Water-
mark Country Club, which turned out 
to be a great venue for the WMJS. The 
banquet room is spacious, room for band 
and dance floor, lots of parking, good bar 
and food service. We will be having our 
holiday party here this year!

…Edye’s Evening continued

Making up for the many years of camera dodging, Betty made up for it all in one 
night of posing for photographer Donna Kahny. Left to right: Betty, daughter-in-law 
Deb, good friend Barb Corbin Foley, and daughter Melvene.
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Bob Helmink
Mark & Donna Kahny
Bob & Cindy Nixon
Lee & Carole Rozelle
Vernis Schad
John & Maribeth Weadock
John & Beth Young, DONOR
Francis Doyle 
Rick Reuther, DONOR
Paul & Sue Fox Winchester
Wendy Kapolka

New

Andrea Darling
Oliver Atalaya

Renewals

Jan Baar
Glenn & Kathi 

Barkan
Evie Bowers
Richard Eming

MeMbershipMeMbership

Support Local Jazz Venues!

Check out our Web Page: www.wmichjazz.org

Vocalist Kathy LaMar with pianist 
Bob VanStee at Mangiamo’s, Lake 
Drive east of Diamond; Thurs. Oct. 13 
and Sat., Oct. 29, from 7-10 pm.

Vocalist Mary Rademacher with 
her Rad Pack
Sat., Oct. 8 at Marne E Walkers - 4322 
Remembrance Rd. from 7-10 pm
Sun., Oct. 9 and Sun., Nov. 6 at What 
Not Inn from 6-10 pm
Sat., Oct. 15 at One Trick Pony with 
the Hagens from 8-11 pm
Thurs., Nov. 3 at One Trick with Fran-
cesca Amari from 8-11 pm
 

Mangiamo’s, Wed. thru Sat. 7-10 
pm in the piano bar, 1033 Lake Dr. SE
Mark Kahny - Oct. 1,12,22
Greg Miller - Oct. 5 & 19
Ryan Limbeck - Oct. 6
Hugh DeWitt - 107
Bob VanStee - Oct. 13, 20
John Proulx - Oct. 14
Bill Huyge - Oct. 15
Robin Connell - Oct. 20 & 28
Paul Lesinski - Oct. 21
Steve Talaga - Oct. 26
Wally Michaels - Oct. 27

What Not Inn, Sat. - Sun. 6-10 pm
Oct. 1 - Eddy Curtis Trio
Oct. 2 - Randy Marsh
Oct. 8 - Mike Raleigh/the Bluestars
Oct. 9 - Mary Rademacher
Oct. 15 - Entourage
Oct. 16 - Tony Reynolds
Oct. 22 - Christy G
Oct. 23 - Edye Evans Hyde
Oct. 29 - Gary Gramer
Oct. 30 - Diego
Nov. 6  - Mary Rademacher

It’s Wednesday, time for Noto’s… 
Rick Reuther & the Hagens 7-10 pm

L    KING!
We (WMJS) are going to be in 
need of a new Editor for Jazz Notes 
in the very near future. If you like 

to write; read books about jazz and jazz people; 
and think you have great opinions… you’re 
the one I’m looking for! Lots of steps in put-

ting an issue together – the upcoming will be 
a double… Nov./Dec. If you would like to 

work on this with me, with the goal of 
having a great title start appearing after 
your name in lights (Editor, WMJS Jazz 
Notes) please give me a call (458-0125) 
or email me (bforr@hotmail.com).

Along with the usual fes-
tive Christmas songs there 
will be a tribute to Tom 
Hagen’s holiday favorites 
from yesteryear: Bing 
Crosby and the An-
drews Sisters . The 
date: Monday, Dec. 12. 
The place: Watermark 
Banquet Room. The en-
tertainers: Tom and Che-
rie Hagen, Rick Reuther, 
Mike Lutley, and Elgin 
Vines.

A “grab bag” of favor-
ites as played by Mark 
Kahny on keys and 

s u n g  b y  To n y 
Reynolds will be 

augmented with the drumbeat of 
Randy Marsh (and maybe a harmonica number or 
two), plus extraordinary sax and flute sounds from 
Dan Giacobassie. You may be able to reach in and 
grab a few yourself (shouting song titles is acceptable 
if limited to two shouts no louder than three decibels).  
This will be a “wide open” good time… don’t miss it!

November 21
Jazz 
Gumbo

An old fashioned
jazz holiday season
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JAZZ NOTES is sent to 
all members of the West 
Michigan Jazz Society to 
inform members of area 
jazz and to promote jazz 
in general. 

Your contribution to 
the West Michigan 
Jazz Society is Tax 
Deductible.

JAZZNOTES is 
designed and produced 
by Chuck Neller of 
Positive Images, under 
the conceptual and 
editoral direction of Betty 
Forrest.

October 2011
Articles, photos and comments are welcome! Send 
before the 20th of the month to:

Jazz Notes Editor, Betty Forrest
bforr@hotmail.com
or (616) 458-0125

Information from another publication used in JAZZ 
NOTES approved by the publisher and credited.

Name  ________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________

City__________________________________ ZIP _____________

E-mail Address  _________________________________________

Phone ( ___________ ) ___________________________________

Interested in working on a committee? Yes   No  Later 

Student $10  

Single $25  

Couple $35  

Donor $50  

Patron $100  

Life Member $250  

Make checks payable to 
West Michigan Jazz Society 

and mail to:
4144 Bulrush NW

Grand Rapids, MI 49534

Jim Reed .................942-0239
Darryl Hofstra ..........648-5489
James Sawyer .........460-4433
Donna Kahny ...........745-5862

West Michigan Jazz Society Board Members

Craig Benjamin - President............... 233-9829
John Miller - Vice President .............. 949-7633
Dona Raymer - Executive Manager . 735-4744

Mary Rademacher ...822-1592
Marilyn Tyree ...........363-7322
Pete Proli .................866-0147
Jack Morrison ..........949-6339
Barb Keller ...............949-7633

Address and e-mail changes: Dona Raymer at 735-4744 or donamraymer@gmail.com

4144 Bulrush NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49534
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Board Meeting: Tues., Oct. 25, 7 pm at Great Lakes Steak House




