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Written by Heidi Stukkie

Although November is typically the 
beginning of the cold winter months, 
it’s almost certain to be smokin’ hot 
inside the B.O.B. on Nov. 18. The  
second concert in our fall/winter  
Monday Night Jazz Series will feature 
West Michigan’s very own “Queen of 
Jazz” –– the 2011 WMJS Jazz Musician 
of the Year, Edye Evans Hyde.  

The “Queen of Jazz” is the title given 
to Evans Hyde by Grand Rapids  
Jazz Orchestra musician Dr. James 
Sawyer when he introduces her at  
their concerts. She has been singing 
with the big band orchestra off and  
on for a “very long time” and says 
Sawyer’s title makes her feel somewhat 
embarrassed. Despite that, the name 
has stuck, and when you look at her 
bio, it does seem to make sense. 
 
Evans Hyde has been singing jazz, 
blues, and pop music for more than  
30 years in West Michigan, Los  

Monday Night Jazz Series

Angeles, Asia, and  
Europe. This talented artist  
has performed with world-renowned 
blues singer Linda Hopkins, pop singer 
Michael Bolton, vocalist Maria Muldaur, 
actress Connie Stevens, the late Ray 
Charles, and Cuban trumpet player 
Arturo Sandoval.
 
And while she sings a variety of music, 
Evans Hyde says, “Jazz has a special 
knack for individualism –– you can take 
a song and make it your own. It’s  
improvisational, freer… and I love that 
people think I’m ok and come to see 
me.”
 
Continued on page 2
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In this edition of Jazz 
Notes, you’ll find  
information about our  
next Monday Night Jazz 
Series concert featuring 
Edye Evans Hyde and 
friends.  
 
You’ll also find a review  
of our first fall concert 
with Jimmy Leach, as well 
as what’s to come in our 
Monday Night Jazz Series.  
 
The WMJS Holiday Party 
happens Dec. 10 this year. 
A registration form with  
all of the important  
information is inside.  
 
So much jazz,  
so little time...

Edye Evans Hyde 

Nov. 18 
   at Bobarino’s

 Molly  
 Bouwsma  
  Schultz

   Karisa 
 Wilson 
Sprite 

and

with 
 special guests 



Continued from page 1

Last August, three of Evans Hyde’s songs landed her  
in 14th, 19th, and 23rd place in the Sarah Vaughn  
International Jazz Vocal Competition that thousands  
of vocalists entered. 
 
In February, she received the Dr. MaLinda P. Sapp 
Legacy Award at the Grand Rapids Symphony’s  
Celebration of Soul event. This award honors  
individuals and organizations for distinguished  
leadership and an ongoing commitment to advancing 
engagement, inclusion, and diversity. Evans Hyde says 
she was “shocked and awesomed” by the award. 

Also that same month, Evans Hyde won a WYCE  
Jammie Award in the Best Jazz Album category for her 
latest CD, “Magic in His Eyes.”  She has two other CDs 
as well –– “Girl Talk” and “Lady with A Song.”

Shortly after receiving these well-deserved awards, 
Evans Hyde received some news that wasn’t so great 
–– she had a non-cancerous brain tumor.
 
“It wasn’t a dangerous one; it just messes with your 
ability to do things,” she says, adding that it was “a 
little scary” at the time. 
 
This past spring, surgeons operated on her and  
removed the tumor. As a surprise to her, Evans Hyde 
came out of the surgery with her “whole right side 
gone.” Now, after spending three weeks at Mary Free 
Bed and the last seven months doing physical therapy 
from home, she is almost back to the way she was 
before. 

For someone who depends on her voice more than 
most, Evans Hyde is “so happy to be singing and  
talking again.”

Her family is probably very happy about that, too. 
Guitarist Mike Hyde met his wife of 34 years when she 
sang in his band after his regular lead singer became 
ill. The two have been performing together ever since. 
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Save these dates!

Hello! 
 
Wow! We kicked off our fall/winter Monday 
Night Jazz Series with a bang last month. The 
Jimmy Leach Quintet brought in a full crowd  
to Bobarino’s Oct. 21 and it seemed everyone  
really enjoyed the show. 
 
We’re just getting started, too! Edye Evans Hyde 
and friends perform Nov. 18, our annual  
holiday party happens Dec. 10, and there are 
four more Monday Night Jazz Series concerts 
after that. And, of course, Jazz at the Zoo starts 
again next June, too.  
 
If you’re new to our fall/winter monthly  
concerts at the B.O.B., they take place the third 
Monday of each month. Members and students 
get in for only $5, with non-members charged 
$10 each. Bobarino’s also offers food and drink  
specials for our guests during the shows. A list 
of the upcoming concerts can be found below.  
 
We are currently seeking sponsors for our  
Monday Night Jazz Series and the holiday  
party. If you’re interested in becoming a  
sponsor or advertising in Jazz Notes, please 
contact us for more information. (Don’t forget, 
we are a nonprofit organization so your  
donations may be tax deductible.)  
 
As always, we appreciate your support of the 
West Michigan Jazz Society and live jazz in our 
community. If you haven’t already, please like 
us on Facebook to stay informed about all of 
the local jazz happenings.  
 
Until next time, enjoy as much jazz as you can, 
and Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
   Heidi Stukkie, 
   Jazz Notes Editor

November 18, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Edye Evans Hyde & the Terry Lower Ensemble 
wsg Molly Bouwsma Schultz & Karisa Wilson 
Sprite  

December 10, 6-10 p.m. 
Holiday Party at the Ballroom @ City Flats Hotel 
with The John Shea Quintet

January 20, 6:30 p.m. – Steve Hilger Jazz Quintet

February 17, 6:30 p.m. – Robin Connell / Paul Brewer  
with GRCC’s vocal jazz group, Shades of Blue

March 17, 6:30 p.m. – Chris Lawrence Quartet

April 14, 6:30 p.m. – The Jeff Haas Band

* With the exception of our holiday party, all concerts are held at Bobarino’s at the B.O.B.
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The couple’s 24-year-old son, Evan, is also a musician 
who plays the drums. He is currently earning his 
master’s degree in jazz studies at the University of 
Miami. Daughter Nikki, 28, lives in Los Angeles and 
works as a professional stage manager. 
  
In addition to her singing career, Evans Hyde teaches 
jazz and gospel part-time at Hope College as well as 
private vocal lessons. Theatre plays a big part in her 
life, too. Her theatrical performances include principle 
roles in Dream Girls, Ain’t Misbehavin’, Smokey Joe’s 
Café, Little Shop of Horrors, Blues for an Alabama Sky, 
Intimate Apparel, Lady Day at Emerson’s Bar and Grill, 
Ragtime, and Having Our Say. Most recently, she 
appeared on the TBN television series Come on Over 
and other minor productions. 

Evans Hyde is currently in the process of starting her 
own theatre company called Ebony Road Players. 
So far, she has a board, a mission statement, and the 
website will be online soon. The rest of the details are 
still being determined. She would like it to be the type 
of theatre company that appeals to people who don’t 
typically attend theatre performances, providing a way 
to encourage them to get involved.
   
Joining Evans Hyde on stage Nov. 18 at Bobarino’s are 
two newer voices on the West Michigan jazz scene: 
Molly Bouwsma Schultz and Karisa Wilson Sprite. 
While these woman may be new to singing jazz,  
neither of them are inexperienced by any means.
 
You may know Bouwsma Schultz as the lead singer 
in the blues band Blue Molly. She also performs on 
her own as well, singing a variety of music including 
jazz. Her song, “In My Heart (To the Moon),” recently 
won $2,000 in the St. Cecilia Music Center rock/blues 
category during ArtPrize this year. In February, Blue 
Molly also won three WYCE Jammie Awards for its 
self-titled CD:  Listener Choice Best New Artist, Best 
Album by a New Artist, and Best Soul/Blues Album.

Wilson Sprite also has two Jammie Awards –– one 
from this year for the Best Contemporary Folk Album 
for her latest CD, “Stronger.” She previously won  
another Jammie award for her debut album, “Little 
Girl.” In the folk/country category during ArtPrize this 
year, the St. Cecilia Music Center awarded Wilson 
Sprite $2,000 for her song, “The Courage of One.” 
She writes and performs a blend of Indie folk, jazz, 
and blues and is also a classically trained violinist. 

Evans Hyde says this trio of vocalists has never sung 
together and they are “all stylistically different.” They 
will sing some Billie Holiday songs together and each 
will perform a few solos. Evans Hyde will also  
perform songs from her CD, “Magic in His Eyes,” and 
the band will play some of their own songs as well.  

Backing up these incredible voices will be four  
accomplished musicians: Mike Hyde on guitar, Ray 
Tini on bass, Keith Hall on drums, and Terry Lower  
on keys. (If you were at our Musician of the Year  
Banquet this summer, Lower was the pianist who 
expertly played “Caravan” to a loud room that grew 
so quiet, you could hear a pin drop.) 

No matter what the weather is like outside on Nov. 
18, join us at Bobarino’s for our next Monday Night 
Jazz Series concert. The smooth singing by Evans 
Hyde, Wilson Sprite, and Bouwsma Schultz is sure to 
warm your soul.      

  –– November 18, 6:30-8:30 p.m. ––  
Edye Evans Hyde & the Terry Lower Ensemble 
wsg Molly Bouwsma Schultz & Karisa Wilson Sprite 
Bobarino’s at the B.O.B. ($5 members/$10 non) 
   
Photo credits: 
Cover shot of Edye Evans Hyde – unknown
Molly Bouwsma Schultz – Christopher Wilson 
Karisa Wilson Sprite – Kirstin Anne Johnson
Edye Evans Hyde with her family – Steve Hilger 
Edye Evans Hyde with GRJO – Heidi Stukkie
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Jimmy Leach

RECAP – October 21: The Jimmy Leach Quintet
 
Written by Mark Kahny

The West Michigan Jazz Society’s 2013-14 season 
of Monday Night Jazz got off to a rousing start 
with The Jimmy Leach Quintet, a newcomer to 
our stage.  
 
Hailing from Holland MI, trumpeter/flugelhornist/
vocalist Jimmy Leach brought an array of “who’s-
who” sidemen to round out his quintet –– pianist 
Steve Talaga, bassist Tom Lockwood, drummer 
Mike VanLente, and guitarist Mike Hyde.  
 
Excitement was high that night, and a capacity 
crowd seemed thrilled as a new season of live 
jazz had waited out ArtPrize and finally started. 
Leach did not disappoint as the band mixed up a 
variety of jazz standard instrumentals and vocals. 
 
Leach’s smooth and subtle crooning on “Autumn 
Leaves” with the original French lyrics, as well 
as Portuguese on “The Girl from Ipanema” were 
a surprise highlight of the night. Tasteful soloing 
from Hyde, VanLente, Lockwood, and a brilliant 
romp from Talaga on Ellington’s “Caravan” were 
in evidence all night long! Leach also showed 
off his remarkable jazz chops on the opener, 
Dizzy’s “A Night in Tunisia.”  
 
 

Left and bottom photos  
by Christopher Wilson.

Lush, yet understated flugelhorn work added  
to the ambience of his ballads. I was personally 
reflective on the obvious concept that vocal jazz  
is becoming so much more at center stage with the 
advent of young and rising contemporary jazz  
vocalists, and Leach did his finest to underscore 
this point.  
 
Hats off, gentlemen, to an impressive opener to  
the season. But what I’d like to know, is with all 
the talent that Leach has at his disposal, and  
residing here in West Michigan, how has he  
managed to stay under our radar so long? We  

need to experience more from Jimmy  
Leach down the road.



November 2013   e    5



6   e   Jazz Notes

Join us
 for the 2013  

WMJS Holiday Party!  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ___________________________ Email: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Are you a WMJS member?        Yes        No  (If you would like to become a member, you may attach a membership form 
(back page) and mail it and a check with your reservation to receive the reduced ticket price.) 
Number of reservations: ______ Members x $35 each  •  ______ Non-Members x $40 each
 
*** Seating will be assigned based on the date of registration. Please list the guests you are paying for below, as well as any other 
guests you wish to be seated with. We will do our best to accommodate all requests. Tables of 8 may also be purchased. *** 
Your guest(s): _______________________________________________________________________________
Seating assignment requests: __________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

WMJS Holiday Party Reservation Form  
Please detach this form and mail it with your check made payable to: 

West Michigan Jazz Society 
Holiday Party Reservation 

PO Box 150307 • Grand Rapids, MI 49515  
You may also pay by credit card online at: https://wmjsholidayparty.eventbrite.com  

*** The deadline to register is by midnight on Dec. 4. ***  
(Any reservations received by mail after this date might not be accepted.) 

Tuesday, December 10 

The Ballroom @ City Flats Hotel 
83 Monroe Center St. NW • Grand Rapids

6 pm  Doors Open
7 pm  Dinner ($35 members / $40 non-members)

8 pm  Non-dinner Guests Welcome ($15)

Music by the John Shea Quintet 
Featuring John Shea on piano, Fred Knapp on drums, 
Warren Jones on bass, Chris Lawrence on trumpet, 
and Shawn Bell on trombone

Silent Auction – Think holiday shopping! 

Ticket price includes: 

• Coffee, Tea, Coke products (cash bar available)

• Buffet Dinner –– with roll, mixed greens salad,  
   white cheddar potatoes au gratin, wild rice  
   pilaf, grilled chicken breast with pesto sauce,  
   sliced roast beef au jus, and cake for dessert   
   (If you have special dietary needs, please  
   let us know on your registration form.)

• Parking in the Monroe Center lot –– included  
   for members only 

Please park in the Monroe Center lot on Ionia (between Louis and Monroe Center near Louis Benton’s). There is an 
indoor walkway on the 2nd level to the ballroom – follow the signs. Members will receive a parking pass at the  
registration table. Non-members may purchase passes for $7, cash only at the door.    
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NOVEMBER 2013 Jazz Calendar

Friday, November 1
Robin Connell / Paul Brewer at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at JW Marriott, 7-10 pm•	

Saturday, November 2
Steve Hilger Quintet with Sylvia Taylor at Louis Benton’s, 7-10 pm•	
Mike Drost at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 7-10 pm•	

Sunday, November 3
Greg Miller at the JW Marriott, 9:30 am – 1:30 pm•	
Grand Rapids Jazz Orchestra at Founder’s Brewing Co., 5:30-7:30 pm•	
Mary Rademacher Reed and Mark Kahny at the Red Rooster in N. Muskegon, 5:30-9 pm•	
Randy Marsh’s Jazz Jam at SpeakEZ, 7-10 pm (with Terry Lower & Ed Fedewa)•	

Monday, November 4
IN THE MOOD – a jazzy, upbeat 1940s musical revue – at DeVos Performance Hall at 2 pm and 7 pm; for •	
tickets: http://devosperformancehall.com/schedule/mood 
Jazz Jam at the What Not Inn in Fennville, 6-10 pm  •	
John Shea Trio at Republic, 8-11 pm•	
Shofar at Mexicains Sans Frontieres, 8 pm•	

Tuesday, November 5
Mary Rademacher Reed with Mark Kahny at Bar Divani, 7 pm •	
Michael Drost’s Jam Session at The Grand in Grand Haven, 7-10 pm•	
Chris Lawrence and Friends Jazz Jam at the Winchester, 9:30 pm-12:30 am•	

Wednesday, November 6
Greg Miller at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
Tom Hagan Trio featuring Rick Reuther at Noto’s, 6:30-9:30 pm•	

Thursday, November 7
Robin Connell on piano at the Lumber Baron Bar, Amway Grand Plaza, 6-9 pm•	
John Shea Trio at New Holland Brewing Co., 6-9 pm •	
Steve Talaga at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
Bob Van Stee at the Book Nook & Java Shop in Montague, 7 pm•	
Jeff Haas Trio at Cambria Suites Hotel, Traverse City, 7pm•	
Big Band Nouveau at Bobarino’s, 8 pm•	
ICUP Orchestra at Prohibition (Inside McKay’s), 8 pm•	

Friday, November 8
Mark Kahny at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at JW Marriott, 7-10 pm•	

Saturday, November 9
Mark Kahny Trio at What Not Inn, 6-10 pm•	
Steve Hilger Quintet at Louis Benton’s, 7-10 pm•	
Robin Connell / Paul Brewer at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 7-10 pm•	

Sunday, November 10
Greg Miller at the JW Marriott, 9:30 am – 1:30 pm•	
Big Band Nouveau at McKay’s Downtown, 5-7 pm•	
Randy Marsh’s Jazz Jam at SpeakEZ, 7-10 pm (with Mark Kahny and Carlos Melendez)•	
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Monday, November 11
Jazz Jam at the What Not Inn in Fennville, 6-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Republic, 8-11 pm•	

Tuesday, November 12
Sylvia Taylor with Mark Kahny at Bar Divani, 7 pm•	
Truth In Jazz Orchestra at Watermark 920 in Muskegon, 7 pm•	
Michael Drost’s Jam Session at The Grand in Grand Haven, 7-10 pm•	
Chris Lawrence and Friends Jazz Jam at the Winchester, 9:30 pm-12:30 am•	

Wednesday, November 13
Tom Hagan Trio featuring Rick Reuther at Noto’s, 6:30-9:30 pm•	
Freddy D. at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
Kathy Lamar with Paul Lesinski at SpeakEZ, 8:30-11 pm•	

Thursday, November 14
Robin Connell on piano at the Lumber Baron Bar, Amway Grand Plaza, 6-9 pm•	
John Shea Trio at New Holland Brewing Co., 6-9 pm•	
Steve Talaga at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
Checkers Morton at the Book Nook & Java Shop in Montague, 7 pm•	
Jeff Haas Trio at Cambria Suites Hotel, Traverse City, 7pm•	

Friday, November 15
Steve Talaga at the Grand Rapids Art Museum, 5:30-7 pm•	
Robin Connell at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at JW Marriott, 7-10 pm•	

Saturday, November 16
Steve Hilger Quintet with Kathy Lamar at Louis Benton’s, 7-10 pm•	
Monica Da Silva at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 7-10 pm•	

Sunday, November 17
Grupo Aye at Fountain Street Church, 7 pm•	
Randy Marsh’s Jazz Jam at SpeakEZ, 7-10 pm (with Jim Alfredson & Larry Barris)•	

Monday, November 18
WMJS Monday Night Jazz Series featuring Edye Evans Hyde and friends, 6:30 pm at Bobarino’s•	
Jazz Jam at the What Not Inn in Fennville, 6-10 pm•	
GRCC Jazz Night with Shades of Blue, 7:30 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Republic, 8-11 pm•	

Tuesday, November 19
Kathy Lamar at Bar Divani, 7 pm•	
Michael Drost’s Jam Session at The Grand in Grand Haven, 7-10 pm•	
Chris Lawrence and Friends Jazz Jam at the Winchester, 9:30 pm-12:30 am•	

NOVEMBER 2013 Jazz Calendar

Be sure to check our Facebook page daily for the latest live jazz updates. 
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Thursday, November 21
Robin Connell on piano at the Lumber Baron Bar, Amway Grand Plaza, 6-9 pm•	
John Shea Trio at New Holland Brewing Co., 6-9 pm•	
Steve Talaga at the Grand Rapids Wine, Beer and Food Festival at DeVos Place, 6-9 pm•	
Bill Davidson at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
Brad Fritcher + trois at Book Nook & Java Shop in Montague, 7 pm•	
Jeff Haas Trio at Cambria Suites Hotel, Traverse City, 7pm•	

Friday, November 22
Steve Talaga at the Grand Rapids Wine, Beer and Food Festival at DeVos Place, 5:30-9 pm•	
Kathy Lamar and Bob Van Stee at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at JW Marriott, 7-10 pm•	

Saturday, November 23
Edye Evans Hyde at the What Not Inn in Fennville, 6-10 pm•	
Steve Talaga at the Grand Rapids Wine, Beer and Food Festival at DeVos Place 2-5 pm & 7-10 pm•	
Steve Hilger Quintet at Louis Benton’s, 7-10 pm•	
Chris Corey at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
Robin Connell Trio at Lelu Café in Northport, 8-11 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 7-10 pm•	

Sunday, November 24
Greg Miller at the JW Marriott, 9:30 am – 1:30 pm•	
Randy Marsh’s Jazz Jam at SpeakEZ, 7-10 pm (with Jeff Kressler & Jeff Beavan)•	

Monday, November 25
Jazz Jam at the What Not Inn in Fennville, 6-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Republic, 8-11 pm•	

Tuesday, November 26
Diana VandeWater at Bar Divani, 7 pm•	
Truth In Jazz Orchestra at Watermark 920 in Muskegon, 7 pm•	
Michael Drost’s Jam Session at The Grand in Grand Haven, 7-10 pm•	
Chris Lawrence and Friends Jazz Jam at the Winchester, 9:30 pm-12:30 am•	

Wednesday, November 27
Mike Drost at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
Tom Hagan Trio featuring Rick Reuther at Noto’s, 6:30-9:30 pm•	

Thursday, November 28  
---  Thanksgiving Day ---

Friday, November 29
Robin Connell at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at JW Marriott, 7-10 pm•	

Saturday, November 30
Mary Rademacher Reed at the What Not Inn in Fennvile, 6-10 pm•	
Diana VandeWater at Mangiamo, 7-10 pm•	
John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 7-10 pm•	

NOVEMBER 2013 Jazz Calendar



LIFETIME MEMBERS
Don & Kathy Dahlstrom
Errol & Candi Goldman
Walt & Amy Gutowski 
James Hallbert
Dave & Debbie Maranda
James & Karen Miller 

PATRONS
Meredith Gremel  
Bonnie Miller
Charlie, Angie, and Hannah 
Royce

DONORS
Charles & Sally Bradford
Paul Brewer & Robin Connell
Don & Kathy Dahlstrom
Gary & Jan Dall
L. David & Carol Stader
Diane Eddy
Shirley & Karl Glass
John Hunting
Peter & Linda Johnson
MargEd Kwapil
Tom & Anne Logan
Laura & Chris Martin
Lisa Mulry & Kerry Rasikas 
Ken Schmidt & Bill Russell
Gregg Stuart
Frank & Sharon Van Haven
Charlie Winslow & Judy  
      Sopeland
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NEW MEMBERS
Mary Joanne Ash
Paul & Janice Braman
Shawn & Stephanie Bergsma
Don Cleland
Jim Hagadorn
Bruce & Kathryn Harris
Millie Lambert
David & Janice Mann
Ron Marsteiner
Pam & Mike Nassar
Mike & Gayle O’Connor
Tom Pancy
Robert & Janette Reid
Jim & Kaymary Rettig
Linda & Art Schichtel
Michael Stauffer
John Stolt
Frank & Sharon Van Haven
Dorothy Velasco
Daphne Villatoro
Jerome Wanzer
Dixie Wege
Marti Yarington

RENEWING MEMBERS
Rolf & Susanne Bachmann
Glenn & Kathi Barkan
Jan Basham
Ernie & Mary Beckwith
James & Tracy Belanger
Craig & Pamela Benjamin
Evie Bowers
Joel Burke & Nary Koewers
Marti Childs
Rodney Coates
Max Colley, Jr.
Robert & Ann Cooper
Marc & Linda Daneman
Jim & Barbara Davies

RENEWING MEMBERS (continued) 
Frances Doyle
Robert Drieborg & Roberta  
       Middendorp
Barbara Fisk
Lois Kolenda & Lewis Glashower
R. Donovan Green
Carl Hagstrom
Madeline Heibel
Jane Hunter
Andrew & Kay Jefchak
Robin Jensen
Dan & Patty Mahler
Colin McCahill
Lynn Mapes & Jane Muller
Robert & Nancy Marutz
Jack & Kathi Meulenberg
Sue & Lee Murphy
Bob & Cindy Nixon
John & Carol O’Donovan
Robert Potts
Rod & Barb Rodriguez
Lee & Carole Rozelle
Vernis Schad
Jay Schoettley & Gail DeYoung
Ron & Catherine Stacilauskas
Tom Stuit
Peggy Shea Stoutenburg
Greg & Audrey Sundstrom
Van Swets
Pat Taylor
Barbara Termeer
Robert Thompson
William Van’t Hof
Marcia Voet
Dave & Pat Walborn
Ralph & Patricia Walsh
John & Maribeth Weadock
Paul & Sue Winchester
      

‘Tis the season for gratitude and WMJS would like you to know how  
thankful we are for our members and the community’s support.  

We could not host any of our year-round jazz concerts without you!  
 

We would like to welcome all of our new members and  
thank those who have recently renewed their membership.  

We appreciate you and wish you a wonderful holiday season! 

 Memberships
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Other Jazz Shows 
 
 
2014 jazz concerts at the  
St. Cecilia Music Center:  

 
• January 23 –  
Homecoming with the  
Davis and Brewer Family

• February 20 –  
Gregory Porter, vocals

• March 20 –  
Regina Carter, violin
 
 
Visit scmc-online.org 
for more information. 

Phil Denny is not Santa Claus,  
but he IS coming to town! 
Lansing-based saxophone player Phil Denny is a  
rising star in the contemporary smooth jazz scene. 
He has played twice at GRandJazzFest (2012/2013) 
–– both times to a packed crowd –– and he’ll soon 
be releasing his second CD, The Messenger, at a 
CD release concert Dec. 9. This show at the Top  
of the B.O.B. will probably sell out fast so be  
sure to get your tickets soon! 
 
Tickets available at:  
http://themessenger.brownpapertickets.com

Photo by Steve Hilger.



West Michigan Jazz Society 
PO Box 150307 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515 

Please like us on Facebook to find out more about our events and other jazz happenings around town.
 Thank you for keeping  jazz alive in West Michigan!
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West Michigan Jazz Society Board of Directors
Pete Proli, President  616-866-0147
Donna Kahny, Vice President  616-745-5962
WMJS main number   616-490-9506
 
Shannan Denison  616-308-6611
John Miller  616-949-7633
Steve Hilger  616-458-3601
Jack Morrison  616-949-6339
Darryl Hofstra  616-648-5489

Jim Reed  616-942-0239
Peter Johnson  616-498-1482
Heidi Stukkie  616-308-2464
Barb Keller  616-949-7633
Eddie Tadlock  616-430-8487

Our next meeting 
is 7 p.m. Tuesday,  
November 26 at  
Watermark Grille November 2013

Jazz Notes is the newsletter for members of the  
West Michigan Jazz Society. If you would like to  
submit your jazz event to our calendar, please  
email WMJSJazzNotes@gmail.com by the 15th  
of the month. As always, ideas and suggestions  
may be sent to that email address as well. 

This edition of Jazz Notes was 
produced by: 

Heidi Stukkie, Editor

Zia Creative, Design

Mark Kahny,  
Contributing Writer

Contributing  
Photographers:  
- Christopher Wilson 
- Steve Hilger
- Kirstin Anne Johnson 
- Heidi Stukkie 
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