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wMJS Jazz Musiclan of the Year!

Max( Colley 111

Even before the interview commenced it
was evident that Max Colley Il is a jozz
ambassador through and through. This
interview revealed his generous nature
and proved his thoughts are never far
from jazz. We sat down to a locally
brewed coffee and began our discussion.

WMJS: How does it feel to be named
WMJS Musician of the Year?

MAX 1IIl: A couple different feelings!

First, I'm honored and humbled. | can
always think of someone more deserving
than I. But it is really, really nice to be
recognized for what you contribute to the
community.

WMJS: Talk a little about your history with
Jazz in this community?

MAX 1Il: Well obviously, because my
father was a band director at Northview
High School for 40 years, that was my
first exposure to Jazz. | heard all the
great kids that came through the program
and | knew what was expected if you
wanted to play in the Northview High
School Jazz Band. Then specifically,
when | was a kid, a guy named Don
Gallager used to borrow his dad'’s
records and give them to me. | checked
them out and that is how | got into it.

But it was really through that Northview
upbringing, and also when Tim Froncek
gave me my first gig when | was a junior
in high school. It's an infamous story that
we tell a lot.

WMJS: Last summer you performed at the
WMJS Jazz at the Zoo concert and did a

tribute to Louis Armstrong. What makes
him such an important figure to Jazz?2
Why is he so relevant today?

MAX Il 1t's really the way that he
played the music and his phrasing. He
played so far behind the beat and played
really, really soulful. All of the people I've
grown up knowing from New Orleans
have this laissez-faire kind of attitude that
comes out in their music.... really soulful,
really hospitable, very sweet, loving
people.

All the musicians call him “Pops”. When
Pops would come back from being on
tour, he would play his trumpet in the
street so the neighborhood kids would
know he was back. He treated all people
equal. He was really soulful and cool so |
hope that concert brought his spirit.

continued on page 2
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Max & Dizzy Gillespie

WMJS: Jazz encompasses a lot of different genres.
Which types of jazz do you play and listen to?

MAX 1ll: I'm down-hearted swing guy! | love to swing!
That's my upbringing. If | could choose anything, 1'd
play swingin’ blues all night long.

WMJS: In what ways have you witnessed and helped
further the evolution of jazz?

MAX 1l Obviously through education. This is a
music that has been passed down from generation
to generation. That's how we learn this music! So I'm
very, very fortunate to be involved with a couple of
music programs. | have about 45 students of my own
and | play Louis Armstrong
records for them. First, you
have to expose kids to
it because they are not
going to be exposed to it

in public now, unlike how

it used to be. And when
kids are exposed to it, they
love it!

WMJS: So what's a
typical “day in the life”
of Max Colley?

MAX IIl: | drive to
Holland every
other Friday. |
am teaching at
Hope College
DeWitt Theater
right now, so
| get up at
" about 5AM
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and drive there, and come back by 12:30 to work
with some groups in Byron Center until after school.
Monday through Thursday it is basically 3PM to 9PM;
| teach private 30 minute lessons with 45 students.
Sometimes there are gigs after that. So it's always
something!

WMJS: Your family seems very close. Why do you
think that is2

MAX IIl: It was probably my dad. He fostered a love
for us kids. | have a beautiful family, | really do. We
are all tight and talk to each other every week. The
nephews and nieces keep us together too.

WMJS: Just what is jazz education? Why is it
important?

MAX Ill: Now that's really easy. For jazz education,
the best thing is to check out the music, be exposed to
it and listen to it. | always make a distinction between
listening and hearing. For example, you need to listen
to Louis Armstrong’s attack and you need to listen to
how he played his vibrato. We start with very basic
concepts in some of the classes that | work with. We
get them in the frame of mind of listening by taking
them outside and having them write down everything
they hear. Whether it is chirping birds or trucks on the
street, being exposed to sounds, and being observant
of what you're hearing is the best thing. Teaching
somebody how to listen develops a life skill.

WMJS: What other hobbies and interests do you have?

MAX 1ll: My eight nieces and nephews. | love them,
and try to see them as much as | can. | also like to
read and hike. | like hanging with people. | am shy
in my natural personality so being in front of kids
and audiences has helped me a lot. | used to get sick
every time before | played.

WMJS: Tell us a little about your performance and how
much of your time you spend doing that.

MAX Ill: ' When | do a performance, | try not to just
do the Real Book tunes. A Real Book is a collection

of standard tunes, which | love, but I've always been
a dreamer, so | envision doing more obscure tunes. |
don't like my playing. You are always your own worst
critic and that's really true. Of all the concerts I've
played, | can count on one hand the ones | liked. |
enjoy improving!

WMJS: If you had to pick a highlight in your career...



Jon Faddis & Wynton Marsalis with Max

MAX llI: Anytime you get to share the stage
with your heroes. It was a thrill for me to be
on stage with Tim Froncek. Another highlight
was when | made the McDonald’s band in
1987. But the most rewarding thing is the
kids that
you’ve had in
class that go
on and pursue
music. But even
if they don't
pursue it and
just go on with
an appreciation
of jazz, that’s
enough for me.

Max is the
first selected
Musician of
the year who
also received
the WMJS
scholarship
award. He
received his
BA from Central Michigan and has studied
with greats like Jon Faddis, Marcus Belgrave,
Daniel Kovats, and many others. Max has
won numerous awards including outstanding
soloist at the Aquinas College, Central
Michigan, Sonny Sitt and Montreaux-Detroit
Jazz Festivals.

Max Colley Jr. & Max llI

Max has performed for 3 presidents, many
entertainers and internationally acclaimed
musicians including Louis Bellson, John Pattitucci,

Marcus Belgrave, and Randy Brecker, Wess
“Warmdaddy” Anderson, Xavier and Quincy
Davis. He has served on the Michigan State board
for IAJE. He is active in the West Michigan jazz
scene both teaching, holdin clinics and workshops,
and performing on trumpet and drums with the
Grand Rapids Jazz Orchestra, the Mid-Town
horns, the Truth in Jazz Orchestra, Evidence,

the Gull Lake Orchestra, as well as his own self
named quartet. Max has released three CD’s as
leader that includes several original compositions.

By Shannon Denison
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Fair and then discovered a clandestine copy of
Monk and Coltrane Live at the Five Spot
under his sister’s mattress. He never
looked back. After a zillion hours at the
piano and on stage and an extensive
book of over 150 original tunes, Jeff has
developed a very unique and engaging
compositional voice that seamlessly
blends his passion for jazz, R&B, Judaic

and classical music.

The Detroit Free Press called Haas’
music, “extending backward to his
familial and religious roots and
extended forward to his burgeoning
career as a j0zz
musician, his blend of
Jewish music and jazz
offers a path lit with
originality.” The Dallas
Morning News described
Jeff's music as “swinging

Hebrew folk jazz and
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Legendary jazz pianist Dave Brubeck said, “In
combining these great musical traditions, [Haas]
has created a soulful music that transcends
ethnic barriers. | congratulate him and his
colleagues for their fine playing.”

Jeff also co-produces and hosts a syndicated
public radio series called The New Jazz Archive
which can be heard every Sunday at 6 pm on
WGVU in Grand Rapids.

© Motley @@ifSiudio

Robin Connell & Paul Brewer
February 17, 2014

The weather outside was frightful, but the music so
delightful. | was very glad | scraped off my car and
made the trek to the BOB for a Monday performance
that was as entertaining as it was musically
satisfying. Robin Connell and Paul Brewer, ably
backed by Warren Jones and Scott Veenstra, offered
up a night of great performances. Robin and Paul
shared the story of how they met and became
musical collaborators, as well as husband and wife.
They opened with Nat Adderly’s Never Say Yes.
Robin’s voice was in fine form all night, and Paul
also got to show off some impressive vocal chops.
One of my favorites was a vocal duet on a piece that
artfully combined Tis Autumn with Because of You.
Paul shined on two of his own original compositions
with Warren and Scott getting opportunities through
out the night to solo impressively, including on If

| Were a Bell. Robin left the piano and stepped up
to the mic to deliver a remarkable and expressive
rendition of Abby Lincoln’s Throw it Away. Paul
would have made Ray Charles proud with his
swinging version of Halleluiah | Love Her So.

And as always, Robin’s piano work and Paul’s
trombone work were impeccable and seemingly
effortless. The Shades of Blue, GRCC’s premiere
vocal ensemble, directed by Robin, made a guest
appearance performing Brazasia and did a great job
despite being one voice short that night. The show
closed with Paul and Robin performing a vocal duet
on Deed | Do. On a night with understandably light
attendance due to some really tough weather, the
lucky ones who made it there left glad that they had!

Rick Reuther
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Tuesday, April 1
o Diana VandeWater with Mark Kahny Bar Divani, 7-10 pm
o Chris Lawrence / Pike and Eel af the Winchester,

9:30 pm - 12:30 am

Wednesday, April 2

e Tom Hagyen Trio with Rick Reuther af Noto's, 7 pm

e River Rouge’s Jazz Band at H.O.M.E. in the B.O.B., 6:30-
10:30 pm

e Greyg Miller at Mangiomo’s 7-10 pm

Thursday, April 3

¢ Robin Connell on piano at the Lumber Baron Bar, Amway
Grand Plaza, 6-9 pm

¢ The River Roygues Jazz Band at the Whiskey River Saloon
in Grandville, 6-9 pm

o Mark Kahny at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Friday, April 4
e John Shea Trio at JW Marriott, 7-10 pm
¢ Robin Connell at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Saturday, April 5

¢ John Shea Trio af Noto's, 7-10 pm

¢ Mark Kahny/Bob Thompson at What Not Inn 6-10 pm
e Monica Da Silva at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Sunday, April 6

e John Shea Trio af New Holland Brewing Co., 5-8 pm

¢ Randy Marsh’s Organissimo Jazz Jam at SpeakEZ
Lounge, 7-10 pm

o GR Jazz Orchestra af Founder’s Brewery, 5:30 to 7:30 pm

Monday, April 7
e John Shea Trio af Republic, 8-11 pm

Tuesday, April 8

o Mary Rademacher Reed with Mark Kahny at Bar Divani,
7-10pm

o Chris Lawrence / Pike and Eel af the Winchester, 9:30 pm
- 12:30 am
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Wednesday, April 9
o Tom Hagen Trio with Rick Reuther at Noto’s, 7 pm
¢ Freddy De Gennaro at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Thursday, April 10

¢ Robin Connell on piano at the Lumber Baron Bar, Amway
Grand Plaza, 6-9 pm

¢ The River Rogyue’s Jazz Band at the Whiskey River Saloon
in Grandville, 6-9 pm

¢ Evidence Jazz Group at the BOB, 8-10 pm

o Paul Lesinski at Mangiomo's 7-10 pm

Friday, April 11
e John Shea Trio af JW Marriott, 7-10 pm
e Steve Talaga af Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Saturday, April 12
¢ John Shea Trio af Noto’s, 7-10 pm
e Kathy Lamar & Bob Van Stee at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Sunday, April 13

¢ John Shea Trio af New Holland Brewing Co., 5-8 pm

e Randy Marsh's Jazz Jam w/Ed Fedawa & Terry Lower at
SpeakEZ Lounge, 7-10 pm

Monday, April 14
¢ John Shea Trio af Republic, 8-11 pm

Tuesday, April 15

¢ Molly Bouwsma Schultz with Ryan Wilson at Bar Divani,
7-10 pm

o Chris Lawrence / Pike and Eel af the Winchester, 9:30 pm
- 12:30 am

Wednesday, April 16

e Tom Hagen Trio with Rick Reuther at Noto’s, 7 pm

e River Rouyge’s Jazz Band at H.O.M.E. in the B.O.B., 6:30-
10:30 pm

e Michael Drost af Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm



Thursday, April 17

¢ Robin Connell on piano af the Lumber Baron Bar, Amway
Grand Plaza, 6-9 pm

¢ The River Royue’s Jazz Band at the Whiskey River Saloon
in Grandville, 6-9 pm

e Chris Corey at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Friday, April 18
¢ John Shea Trio at JW Marriott, 7-10 pm
e Steve Talaga at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Saturday, April 19

¢ John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 7-10 pm

e Steve Hilger Jazz Quintet at Louis Benton, 7 pm

e Mary Rademacher/ Mark Kahny at What Not Inn,
6-10 pm

¢ Randy Marsh Trio, River Stop Café, Newayyo, 7-11 pm

e Paul Lesinski & Diana VandeWater, Mangiomos, 7-10

Sunday, April 20 - Easter Sunday

¢ John Shea Trio at New Holland Brewing Co., 5-8 pm

¢ Randy Marsh’s Jazz Jam w/ Steve Talaga & Tom
Lockwood af SpeakEZ Lounge, 7-10 pm

Monday, April 21

¢ John Shea Trio af Republic, 8-11 pm

¢ Edye Evans Hyde & Mark Kahny at the Alley Door,
Frauenthal in Muskegon

Tuesday, April 22

e Rebekah Rhys w/ Mark Kahny at Bar Divani, 7-10 pm

¢ Chris Lawrence / Pike and Eel af the Winchester, 9:30 pm
- 12:30 am

e Kellogyy CC Jazz Ensemble concert @ Davidson Theatre,
KCC w/ Steve Talaga, 7:00pm

Wednesday, April 23
e Tom Hayen Trio with Rick Reuther at Noto’s, 7 pm
e Grey Miller at Mangiomo’s 7-10 pm

Thursday, April 24

¢ The River Roygue’s Jazz Band at the Whiskey River Saloon
in Granadville, 6-9 pm

¢ Aquinas Spring Jazz Night, 7:30-8:30, Kretschner Halll

e Mark Kahny at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Friday, April 25
¢ John Shea Trio af JW Marriott, 7-10 pm

Saturday, April 26

¢ John Shea Trio af Noto's, 7-10 pm

e GR Jazz Orchestra at Thornapple Jazz Fest, Hastings
HS, 7 pm

e Evidence Jazz Group atf Thornapple Jazz Fest, Hastings
HS, 7 pm

o Kelloyy CC Jazz Ensemble w/ Steve Talaga at
Thornapple Jazz Fest, Hastings HS, 7 pm

¢ Kathy Lamar & Bob Van Stee at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm

Sunday, April 27
¢ John Shea Trio af New Holland Brewing Co., 5-8 pm
e Randy Marsh’s Jazz Jam at SpeakEZ Lounge, 7-10 pm

Monday, April 28
e John Shea Trio af Republic, 8-11 pm

Tuesday, April 29

o Kathy Lamar at Bar Divani, 7-10 pm

e Chris Lawrence / Pike and Eel af the Winchester,
9:30 pm - 12:30 am

Wednesday, April 30
o Tom Hagyen Trio with Rick Reuther af Noto's, 7 pm
e Freddy De Gennaro at Mangiamo’s 7-10 pm
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The Modern Mayors March 17, 2014 Herbie meets Diz “Caravanesque” middle-
Eastern groove that was as infectious as it was

In the words of Modern Mayors founder, mesmerizing. The lovely “Twin Souls” was a
trumpeter Chris Lawrence, “the Modern Mayors beautiful love ode that Chris wrote for his wife,
are on a quest..... to deliver avant-garde, featuring some very improvisational soloing
modern and free jazz to our Michigan cities!” from drummer Stephen Boegehold. The evening
That deliverance became a de facto Grand closed with another one of Marcus’ tunes,
Rapids event this past Monday night at the BOB “Turning Point”, a mixed-meter wild ride very
when Chris and company performed a stellar reminiscent of Ralph Towner and Oregon. A
line-up of progressive.... and impressive original word about the configuration of this group: the
tunes that were wildly fresh and intuitive. The obvious absence of a harmonic or chording
group was out of the gate with a romping component here allowed incredible freedom
unaccompanied trumpet and tenor dialog that for the horns and bass to explore the subtle
opened the modal and minimalistic “Oars and sometimes “implied” harmonies of the
Ears”. First set contained an impressive line- compositions. Kudos to Chris Lawrence and

up of Chris Lawrence compositions including the Modern Mayors for a glimpse to the elusive
“Chamomile”, featuring George Delancey on genre of modern and free jazz. The mayoral
an inventive and virtuosic acoustic bass solo. “Keys to the City” from this grateful WMJS

Set one concluded with audience! By Mark Kahny
one of two compositions ey
from tenor and soprano
saxophonist Marcus
Elliot, “Inertia”, where
every re-iteration of the
head produces a slight
increase of tempo,
thereby giving the title
it's due. Second set
produced more of the
same free and haunting

original tunes from Chris.
“Wild Stuff” evoked a

Photo by: Bruce Robey

A hearty welcome to our new members!
And a HUGE thank you to our new lifetime members, donors and all those renewing their memberships.
Our jazz concerts continue because of the support we receive from you!

PATRON Jerry & Sally Moore Goeffrey & Susan Gillis

Florence Goodyear Rick Reuther Paul & Molly Klimas

Jim & Peni Reed Norm Sharp Peggy & Eric Larson
Lucille Snell Marc Nyhuis

DONOR Fritz & Carolyn VonValtier Jim & Joyce Rogers

Mike & Jan Bennett James Sawyer

John Townsend & Janet Solberg RENEWING MEMBERS Richard Siersma

Shane & Jessica Piers Max Colley, lll James & Terri Sloma
John & Sharon Cromartie Norm & Marjorie Tubbs

NEW MEMBERS Monte & Nanci Czuhai David & Cheryl Wells

Lynell Allen Fred DeGennaro

Steve Ayers Rafael Diaz
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Dear Friend of Jazz:

Our fourteenth annual season of offering free weekly jazz concerts at John Ball Zoo’s band shell is fast
approaching. Jazz at the Zoo has been a great success with our regular audiences of over 1200 fans
enjoying local and regional musicians in a relaxed outdoor setting.

Our Summer Monday evening concerts begin June 9th and end August 11th. In keeping

with our efforts to promote jazz in the high schools, our opening show will feature the Byron Center High
School Jazz Band. A complete listing of performers will soon be posted on our website (www.wmichjazz.org)
and in our newsletter.

Once again we are reaching out to past and potential future supporters to help us fund this endeavor. Please

see the sponsorship form and consider a level of support that works for you. Since we are an all-volunteer
tax exempt organization under section 501(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, all contributions are tax

deductible.

Each donor will be listed in our newsletter and all of the Jazz at the Zoo programs. You may also dedicate
your contribution in someone’s memory. Please advise us if you know of someone who might be interested in
a corporate sponsorship.

We hope you will help us in our continuing efforts to promote live jazz in the Grand Rapids area.
Sincerely,

Pete Proli, President

West Michigan Jazz Society

2014 JAZLL at the 10€

Please indicate your sponsorship level: Jazz Fan $50-$99
Jazz Contributor $100-$249 Jazz Supporter $250-$499
Jazz Sponsor $500-$999 Jazz Benefactor $1000 +

Name:
(As you wish it to appear in promotional materials, include dedications.)

Contact Info:

(For communications purposes)

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone: (W) (C) (H)

Email:

Please mail this completed form with check to: West Michigan Jazz Society, P.O. Box 150307, Grand Rapids, Ml 49515

If you have questions, please call WMJS (616-490-8506) or email us. (wmjsgr@gmail.com)
Thank you for sharing the joy of jazz with our community!
April 2014 2 9



SAVOR. .. Grand Rapids

| Catering | Concessions | Special Events @t Van Andel Arena
Meetings
Trade Shows
Seminars
Workshops
Conferences
Fundraisers

Rehearsal Dinners

Showers

Birthdays

Anniversaries
Of1t=Site Events

And Much More : N Breakfast
il Lunch

Dinner
IMPECCABLE SERVICE

CENTRAL LOCATION
COMPETITIVE PRICING Cocktail and Wine Service

UNIQUE VENUE Refreshments
CONVENIENT PARKING Buffet

Box Lunches
Main Office: 7 | J L. Delrvery
130 Fulton St. W '

Downtown Grand Rapids
616.742.6233

Hors D’oeuvres

www.savorsmggrandrapids.com
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2014 Musician
of theY ear banquet

. C
Honoring @%Af/@é@ﬂl
{ THURSDAY MAY 8, 2014, 6:30-10:00

- :

Thousand Oaks Golf Club
4100 Thousand Oaks Dr NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Reservations taken in advance only.
Tickets S35 for members 540 for guests. Open seating or reserved tables of 8 for $280.00
A limited reservations will be taken for coming in for after dinner music only, after 8 p.m., $10, S8 for students with a valid ID

Max has picked an all-star group of musicians for our dancing, dining pleasure. The band will consist of Terry Lower on
piano, Ethan Eriksen on bass, Diego Rivera on Tenor Sax, Tim Froncek on drums and Eve Renee - Vocals. Max will sit in
playing both trumpet and drums

MENU All dinners include roasted redskins, honey glazed carrots and cherry pecan salad with vinaigrette
e prime rib au jus

 goat cheese & bacon stuffed chicken breast

¢ broiled walleye encrusted with lemon parsley crumb

* vegetarian bow tie pasta tossed with sauteed asparagus,mushrooms,tomatoes

e gluten free available

Please print, fill out the form and mail along with your check to: Or Call:
MOY Banquet/WM]JS, PO Box 150307 616-490-9506
Grand Rapids MI 49515

Name(s)

Address

Phone # Email

Number of Reservations Total §

Dinner choices (please list quantity of each) __ Prime Rib ______Chicken _ Walleye __ Vegetarian

Gluten Free? _ Y N

Please list names in your group if reserving a table.

April 2014 12 11



GLG6¥ IIN ‘spidey pueis
L0€0S1 Xog9 O'd

€56 #LINY3d
INSQldvY NYYO
aivd
3OVLSOd 'S'N
NOILVZINVOHO
11408d-NON

April 2014

Jazz Notes is the newsletter for members of the West Michigan
Jazz Society.

If you would like your jazz event included in our media publications
please send your schedules to jlbasham@i2k.com by the 15th of
the month.

Kathi Muelenburg - Secretary
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couple $400 O Receive JazzNotes by e-mail 0 or by mail Q Marc Faber, Anthony Steinberg

GO GREEN ... it makes cents! Printed by Storr Printing.

Website Design and
Maintenance by Van Wyk
Technology Consulting LLC.

Detach and mail with check made payable to
West Michigan Jazz Society 616-490-9506
P.O. Box 150307, Grand Rapids, Ml 49515 www.wmichjazz.org
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