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Rick Reuther 2025 Musician of the Year

Rick Reuther graduated from Plymouth Salem High 
School, on the east side of Michigan. Music started 
for him at age 7 when a stranger showed up on 
the front porch selling accordion lessons, door to 
door.  Rick became a pretty good accordion player. 
He began to realize how much he enjoyed singing 
when, in February of 64, he saw The Beatles fi rst 
American appearance on Ed Sullivan. He says, “In 
that moment I realized that accordion wasn’t going 
to cut it and that I better learn how to play guitar if I 
ever hoped to meet a girl!”

At Plymouth Junior High, 
music teacher Jim Grimmer 
was a big infl uence on Rick’s 
growing love of music of all 
kinds.  In high school he 
sang in the choir and with the 
Madrigal singers. Rick was 
part of a folk music duo with 
a friend, and by this time he 
knew music was his path.  

On his fi rst day in class at Michigan State 
University, Rick accepted an invitation to join a band 
and was soon gigging 4 nights a week. His desire 
was to be a music major, but in 1971 there wasn’t 
a jazz music program, and he was not interested in 
teaching. 

Rick said a music voice professor asked him what 
kind of music he liked to sing. Not knowing the term 
‘Great American Songbook’, he replied, “Sinatra, 
Tony Bennett, Ella Fitzgerald....that kind of music.” 
The professor laughed and said, “That’s not real 
music.”

Rick decided to head in 
a different direction and 
graduated with a BA in 
Hotel and Restaurant 
Management. All the 
while he played in small 
clubs around downtown 
and East Lansing as an 
acoustic solo act, and 
as the lead singer of the 
Park Avenue Quintet.

Fresh out of college, he headed to the Detroit area 
and started getting work as a solo acoustic player 
in clubs around the western suburbs.  He spent 
several summers working at resort hotels on Cape 

Cod, in 
Lake Placid 
New York, 
Mackinac 
Island and 
later in 
Portland, 
Maine. “I 
was fi nally 

a full-time working musician!” A highlight of that 
time for him was performing as the opening act for 
comedian Pat Paulsen during a week of shows at 
the Raven Gallery in Southfi eld. 
          
    continued on page 3
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News from the 
Chair
2025 marks a jubilee year 
celebration for the West 
Michigan Jazz Society. I 

am excited to be part of this milestone year of 
providing 25 years of free Jazz in the Park for 
our community and selecting and celebrating an 
incredible jazz Musician of the Year. It feels like 
a blink of an eye, I know, but this is a big deal. 
Our beloved Jazz Society’s mission to ADVANCE, 
UPHOLD and SUSTAIN LIVE JAZZ through 
PROMOTION, PERFORMANCE and EDUCATION 
is impressive but also critically important.

I’m currently reading “Your Brain On Art, How 
the Arts Transform Us,” by Susan Magsamen 
and Ivy Ross. It will come as no surprise to you, 
dear reader, that art, in all its forms, is critical for 
our mental and physical health and well-being. 
Music especially.  Greg Wells, the band director of 
Northview High School, was interviewed by NPR 
about the loss of Festival of Arts in Grand Rapids 
after 55 years, stating that the biggest impact is 
losing performance opportunities for our students 
in all art capacities.  This is why we traditionally 
kick off our Jazz in the Park series with a student 
jazz band.  This year we’ll be blessed with 
performances by NHS jazz band and the All-Star 
jazz band featuring the best and brightest talents 
of kids performing this wonderful genre of music 
we call jazz.

This fall we will celebrate our 2025 Musician of 
the Year, Rick Reuther.  We ask all our previous 
Musician of the Year award winners and you also 
to please save the date, Tuesday September 30th, 

for our special annual event. We’ll be presenting 
all our previous MOYs with a special gift that 
evening. More to come on the location. 

 I’m also delighted to announce our Jazz 
Ambassadors for this year, Jim and Peni Reed.  
Jim and Peni have both served several terms on 
the board of directors.  As volunteers, they have 
poured their hearts and souls into WMJS, and 
we are ecstatic to be honoring these two special 
people.

We plan on celebrating as often as possible this 
year.  Especially our VOLUNTEERS! So, if you 
have ever volunteered for the WMJS we want 
to know about it and thank you for your service.   
Because the truth is, that WMJS only survives and 
thrives through the dedicated hours of a few select 
special humans called volunteers.

Stay tuned for our Jubilee year events on our 
website, www.wmichjazz.org on our Facebook 
page, through emails and good old fashioned snail 
mail too.

As always, we thank you for your generous 
support, be it your time, talent or treasure. See you 
soon, with the ambience of a jazzy tune. 

    -Shannan Denison
              President West Michigan Jazz Society
    Cell: 616.329.3143

“Jazz washes away the dust of everyday.”  
     -Art Blakey

John Ball Zoo
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He speaks fondly about seeing Frank Sinatra, 
Sammy Davis Jr, Ella Fitzgerald and Tony Bennett 
during his time in Detroit, and counts them all as 
influences.

In 1980 he packed 
up his van and left for 
California with $500 in 
his pocket.
He landed in 
Manhattan Beach, 
living right on the 
ocean with two female 
roommates.  
“It was like ‘Three’s 
Company’, in fact, 
not far from where 
the opening beach 
sequence of that 
show was filmed.” He 
immediately started 
doing solo acoustic 
work at small clubs in 
the South Bay Area 
and performed as lead 
singer for the Astrid 
Cowen Trio. His time 
with this trio helped 
grow his appreciation 
for jazz. Singer Mark 
Murphy is the guy who 
really drew him in. 
“Nobody made a lot 
of money, but I was 
proud I was able to 
show up in LA  with no prior connections, and work 
steadily in that competitive environment.”  

Rick got vocal coaching in LA from Hamilton 
Jordan. He caught a lucky break through a friend 
and was able to sit in and watch a Frank Sinatra 
recording session in Burbank. He says it was 
amazing!

He came back to Michigan in 1983, and a year 
later came to Grand Rapids where he found a 
home. His first years here he did solo acoustic 
work in clubs around town. In 1986 he recorded 
his first album (on vinyl) at Solid Sound in Ann 
Arbor, with his friend, composer David Barrett 
producing. He was joined for that project by Jeff 
Kressler, Peter Dominguez and Ray Kamalay. 

Over the next several years 
he divided his time between 
music and working as an 
actor in local and national 
commercials and industrial 
films. In 1989, Amway flew him 
to the West Coast to perform 
some large shows as part of 
their convention presentations 
in Seattle, San Francisco, Long 
Beach and later Houston. It 
was his first time being on a 
stage in 10,000 seat venues.

In the ‘90s Rick got to know 
and become good friends 
with Tom and Cherie Hagen. 
He joined them on their gig at 
Tootsies, in the Amway Grand, 
for the last year of that run, in 
1995. “That was the start of 
a long and beautiful musical 
collaboration and friendship 
with the Hagens”, he says. He 
also credits Tom Hagen as a 
huge musical influence.  In 
1994 Rick and vocalist Mary 
Rademacher met, which began 
another long and beautiful 
music collaboration and 
friendship.  

continued on page 4

John Ball Zoo
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Between 2001 and today Rick has recorded 
6 CDs in his own name, at Tom Hagen’s 
studio. He has also vocalized on 2 of the Tom 
Hagen Trio CDs and recorded a vocal duet 
CD with Mary Rademacher. The Tom Hagen 
Trio featuring Rick Reuther maintained a one 
night a week gig at Noto’s in Grand Rapids 
spanning a record setting 18 years!  He had 
his own company, Music Host Entertainment, 
which provided music in the form of DJs and 
Jazz Trios for special events, employing local 
musicians at more than 400 gigs.

Today, Rick performs in clubs and at concerts 
in West Michigan, both in ensembles and as a 
solo vocalist guitarist. During the day you can 
fi nd him performing at senior communities in 
the area, something he takes great pleasure in. 
Rick gets a lot of love, support and encourage-
ment from his longtime partner and best friend, 
Vonnie Voet. He is grateful to the WMJS and its 
membership and is honored by this recognition.

In This Issue
1 MOY Rick Reuther
2 News From the Chair
3-4 MOY continued
5 MOY History
5 Jazz in the Park 2025! 
6-7 Huge Opener
8 The Grammys!
9 Member Connect
10 Membership
11  March Gumbo
12 Mellon Foundation
14-15  Music Schedules

facebook.com/wmichjazz
twitter.com/wmichjazz
instagram.com/wmichjazz

Note from editor:
The recap article of Mary Rademacher’s 
February 14th Gumbo published in the March 
and April issue of Jazz Notes, was printed 
a bit incorrectly. Mary had added some 
interesting life facts about Eljin Vines and 
some other nicely worded content. By mistake 
I sent the wrong copy to the graphic designer. 
Please take time to read the corrected article 
on WMJS’s website.

My sincere apologies to Mary and Company!!   
    -Donna Kahny 
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West Michigan Jazz Society’s 
History of Honoring Local 
Musicians
As we celebrate 25 years of WMJS choosing a 
Musician of the Year, let’s look at what is involved 
and remember those who have been chosen in the 
past. Here is the list which began in the year 2000!

2024 – Michael Hyde - Guitar
2023 – Dr. James Sawyer - Trumpet
2022 – Paul Smith (posthumous) - Drummer
2020/2021 - Paul Brewer - Trombone
2019 - Fred Knapp - Drums
2018 - Bob Nixon - Sax, Flute, Clarinet, Bassoon
2017 - Robin Connell - Piano
2016 - Terry Lower - Piano
2015 - Mike Lutley - Saxes, Flute, and Clarinet
2014 - Max Colley III - Trumpet & Drums
2013 - Randy Marsh - Drums
2012 - Mark Kahny - Piano and Vocals
2011 - Edye Evans Hyde - Vocal Stylist
2010 - John Shea - Piano
2009 - Dick Reynolds - Piano
2008 - Steve Talaga - Piano
2007 - Tom Hagen - Piano, Guitar, Clarinet
2006 - Mary Rademacher - Vocal Stylist
2005 - Elgin Vines - Bass
2004 - Tim Froncek - Percussion
2003 - Ray Gill - Tenor Sax
2002 - Mel Dalton - Sax
2001 - Paul Keller - String Bass
2000 - Curt Purnell – Sax

This is how the process works. Nominations 
for Musician of the Year (MOY) open from mid-
October to mid-November of prior year. The WMJS 
board fi nalizes three nominees at the November 
board meeting. The voting, done by the general 
membership, begins in December of the prior year 
and closes near the end of January. The forms for 
nomination can be found on WMJS’s website and in 
the newsletters. The announcement of the winner is 
made in late January of the award year.

The policies for nominations include:
1.) Nominees must currently live in the West   
 Michigan area which includes anything west of  
 Lansing from the top to the bottom of our state.
2.) The nominee cannot be currently serving as   
 a WMJS board member or be related to a   
 current board member. This avoids a confl ict   
 of interest.
3.)  No one can be awarded MOY more than once.
4.) The WMJS board validates all nominations. 
5.) The current WMJS membership votes to   
 approve the winner.

We are blessed to have so much talent in West 
Michigan! It is so wonderful to see younger jazz 
musicians that are keeping the jazz tradition alive. 
Jazz continues to be important because of its rich 
history, cultural signifi cance, and enduring infl uence 
on music and society.

So, we encourage you who are members to be a 
part of this important process. And for those of you 
who are not members, please consider becoming 
one so that you too can help select next year’s 
recipient!

    Summer 2025 
       Jazz in the Park

WMJS has secured 10 event dates 
for their 25th annual free Jazz in the Park concerts. 
The community and visitors alike, are welcome, along 
with their children and 4 legged friends, to come 
together and listen to the classic sounds of America’s 
original genre of music….Jazz!

Although we encourage you to support the food 
trucks that will be present, you are welcome to bring 
your own picnic and beverages. We will ‘pass the hat’ 
to help offset the costs involved with the concerts and 
we appreciate your donations. 

These concerts would not be possible without our 
sponsors, donors, and supporting members of 
WMJS. Donations can be made online, by mail, at the 
concerts in cash, or contactless via PayPal paypal.
me/wmichjazz.

Millennium Park
The Meadows Amphitheater

1415 Maynard Ave SW
Walker, MI 49534

All Concerts -- 6:30-8:30PM

June 2 - Northview High School Jazz Band
June 9 - Kevin Jones Quintet

June 16 - Seulah Noh Jazz Orchestra
June 23 - Mark Kahny Group 
June 30 - Tom Knifi c Quintet

July 7 - Benje Daneman & Kanola Band
July 14 - Olivia VanGoor Quartet

July 21 - Tommy Pancy Octet
July 28 - Houston Patton

August 4 - Grand Rapids Jazz Orchestra

These concerts are only possible with the fi nancial help we 
receive from you! Please consider sending a donation to 
WMJS at P.O. Box 150307, Grand Rapids, MI 49515.
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HUGE OPENER!

WMJS’s 25th season of Jazz in the Park will 
open June 2nd with Northview High School’s 
Jazz Band, joined by Michigan School Band 
and Orchestra. (MSBOA) What a great way to 
kick off this season’s music! 

The Northview Jazz 
Ensemble has a long history 
of outstanding bands and 
musicians. Established in the 
early 1970’s by the great Max 
Colley Jr. it was immediately 
recognized for its top-tier jazz 
bands. After an amazing 40 
years under Mr. Colley, Greg 
Wells was hired to run the 
program in 2010. The band 
has countless accolades 
and honors. Just some of the 
highlights include that they 
received 1st division ratings 
at the MSBOA State Jazz 
Festival since 1975.  They 
have won best band awards 
dozens of times at many 
collegiate invitationals, have 
performed at the Ford Detroit 
Jazz Festival over 25 times 
and Montreux Switzerland 
Jazz Festival twice, the 
Midwest Music Conference 
eight times, the MAASP State 
Convention 6 times, and for 
President Bush. They performed 
at National Festivals in D.C., 
Savannah, Jazz Educators 
Network in New Orleans, and 
have had students win Downbeat 
and NAJEA awards. 

Northview Jazz program’s strong 
jazz education has students that 
have gone on to play regularly 
throughout local, state, nation, 
and the world. From New York, 

Chicago, Orlando, L.A., Korea, to Singapore 
to our city, there are Northview alumni. Local 
bands that have had regular members from 
Northview Alum are: Grand Rapids Jazz 
Orchestra, Big Band Nouveau, Truth In Jazz 
Orchestra, John Shea Trio, River Rouges, 
Grand Rapids Symphonic Band, Blue Water 
Kings, Hark Up Horns, River City Big Band, and 
countless other combos and small groups. 

Saxes:
Ax1 – Sam Schmidt

Ax2 – Owen VanDuinen
Tx1 – Joey Gage
Tx2 – Marie Tyler

Bx – Lucas Walker

Trumpets:
T1 –Murphy Hossink
T2 –Ethan Gerken
T2 -Miles Russell

T3 –Warren Pierce
T4 –Athiya Maheswaren

T5- Derek Kuiper

Trombones:
Tb1 – Clark Bennett
Tb2 – Dieter Zahn
Tb 3 - Micah Wells

Tb 4 -Adrian Anderson

Rhythm Section:
Pn –Evan Wickstrom
Bs – Joe Woloszyk/

        Dominic Serba-Adamson
Dr  - Ethan Wells

Gr -Brenden Schillim 

Northview Jazz Band
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The Northview Jazz Band also has the honor 
and privilege to perform with many jazz artists. 

The Michigan School Band and Orchestra
(MSBOA) All-Star Band is composed of some 
of the best High School jazz musicians from 
the great Grand Rapids area. Often at least a 
dozen schools are represented in the ensemble. 
They rehearse only twice and perform a couple 
times in late Spring each year for festivals and 
swing dancers. The current directors are Mike 
Gozzard and Greg Wells. Musicians from this 
group often enter the music profession through 
college and beyond. 

In 2016 Dr. James Sawyer and Greg Wells 
created the fi rst All-Star Jazz Band for District 
10. It was born from shared carpooling to gigs, 
where they realized our district’s strong jazz 
program always had a signifi cant portion of the 
Youth Arts and All State Jazz band fi lled with 
District 10 students. Nominations from any of the 
district 10 schools (geographically ranging from 
Rockford to Fennville, and West Ottawa to Ionia) 
are sent in. At least one student from every 
school submitting is selected and then based 
on instrumentation needs and experience/skill 
the band is put together each year. 

In 2017 James Sawyer retired, then Marshall 
Werling joined through 2022. In 2022 an 
additional performance with Hark Up Horns 
and the Grand Rapids Original Swing Society 
was added on the Tuesday night swing dance! 
This turned out to be a signifi cant highlight for 
the students. In 2023, Mike Gozzard joined the 
directing with Greg Wells. 

Before the closing of the Grand Rapids Festival 
of Arts, the All-Star Band had been performing 
annually ever since its inception in 2016. This 
amazing, talented group of musicians need 
more outlets and WMJS has agreed to have 
them join in this year’s traditional opening of 
Jazz in the Park, which has for many years 
featured one local high school group. This will 
give more students exposure to WMJS, help the 
HS directors, and support the WMJS mission 
of educational outreach, while bringing parents 
and families from a dozen more schools to 
witness what happens at these concerts. 

Come show your support for these young 
musicians and their instructors. They are our 
future, keeping jazz alive and well!

Michigan School Band and Orchestra
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The Grammys!
The 67th annual Grammy Awards was held in 
Los Angeles, CA. on February 2nd, despite the 
tragic fires that had swept through the Greater Los 
Angeles Area. The broadcast was reimagined into 
a fundraiser for MusiCares Fire Relief, a dedicated 
campaign to support people affected by the 
wildfires and to honor the responders. Firefighters 
even walked the red carpet and presented the 
award for Album of the Year, which went to 
Beyonce’. A total of twenty-four million dollars was 
raised over the weekend.

Jazz music had a more pronounced presence 
than usual thanks to a centerpiece tribute to the 
late Quincy Jones.  Lainey Wilson and Jacob 
Collier performed a soulful rendition of “Let the 
Good Times Roll.” Herbie Hancock on piano, 
accompanied Cynthia Erivo singing “Fly Me to 
the Moon. Hancock also joined Stevie Wonder for 
an expressive walk-through of Toots Thielemans’ 
“Bluesette.”  Between them, Hancock and Wonder 
have 39 wins and 108 Grammy nominations, and 
each has won Album of the Year. They once shared 
in the same award: Best Instrumental Arrangement 
Accompanying Vocals, for “St. Louis Blues,” from 
Hancock’s 1998 album “Gershwin’s World.”

If you missed watching this year’s Grammies, you 
may want look for it on you tube to see for these 
memorable moments.

On to the Jazz Awards!
Samara Joy was awarded the Best Jazz Vocal 
Album, “A Joyful Holiday.” She also won the Best 
Jazz Performance Award for “Twinkle Twinkle Little 
Me,” with pianist Sullivan Fortner. That makes 5 for 
5 since her first nomination in 2023!

Chick Corea and Bela Fleck won the Best Jazz 
Instrumentalist Album, “Remembrance.” This was 
the famous duo’s last collaboration before Corea’s 
death. Chick Corea holds the record for the most 
grammies, he has 28 awards.

Dan Pugach’s Big Band was awarded Best Large 
Jazz Ensemble Album for “Thelonious.”

Best Latin Jazz went to pianist Zaccai Curtis for 
“Cubop Lives!” This small Afro-Cuban group also 
included Curtis’s brother. 

“No more Water: The Gospel of James Baldwin,” 
won for the Best Alternative Jazz Album by Meshell 
Ndegeocello.

Jazz Vocal Quartet, Saje, won their second grammy 
for Best Arrangement, Instruments and Vocals for 
their the single, “Alma”, which featured Regina 
Carter. 

Best Historical Recording was awarded for the 
deluxe boxed set, “Centennial: King Oliver’s 
Creole Jazz Band.”  Ricky Riccardi wrote a deeply 
researched booklet essay about this recording for 
which he won Best Album Notes.

Grammy Nominee!
Grand Rapid’s own Evan Hyde was a grammy nominee 
this year. Evan has been living and performing in 
New York City for the past several years. He is the 
son of Edye Evans and Mike Hyde, and a graduate of 
Kentwood High School. His work with Lucy Kalantari 
and The Jazz Cats group was nominated for Best 
Children’s Album, named “Creciendo”.  

Besides his work with the Jazz Cats, Hyde is a 
freelance drummer who also performs as a substitute 
percussionist in the Broadway musical, “Hamilton.” 
Although he didn’t win a Grammy this time, be sure 
to watch for more awards in this talented drummer’s 
future!
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Member Connect
To honor our valued members, the board 
would like to acknowledge you in the Jazz 
Notes as you celebrate special days in your 
lives.

Please send your birthday and anniversary 
dates to grjazzer@gmail.com. We want 
to offer our congratulations and give our 
members the opportunity 
to also recognize your 
significant dates.

Let’s celebrate together!

Coming soon...wish a happy birthday to:
May 3 Kevin Murphy
May 9 Jeff Haas
May 11 John Proulx
May 20 Elgin Vines
May 20 Max Colley lll
May 21 John Sinkevics
May 23 Ed Reed
May 25 Jim Alfredson
May 30 Scott Veenstra

More business closings
In case you haven’t heard, Creston Taproom and Golden Age Events, owned by the 
Saugatuck Brewery Company, have closed their doors. The Kalamazoo taproom is also 
closing, but so far, the Douglas Brewery remains open. The businesses are owned by the 
same company. Grand Rapids Jazz Orchestra called the Golden Age room home for many 
moons. The company owns seventeen local businesses, among them is the Beacon Corner 
Bar which is closed as well.

In these hard economic times, it is more important than ever to support our local businesses 
and especially those where our jazz musicians play.

WMJS’s program director is slated to have his 
newest project released on May 16th. Saxophonist/
composer Jordon Van Hemert’s 5th release is 
named “Survival of the Fittest” produced by Origin 
Records. He says the basis of the music comes 
from hie personal struggles. The all-star band 
consists of trumpeter Terrell Stafford, pianist Helen 
Sung, trombonist Michael Dease, bassist Rodney 
Whitaker and Lewis Nash on drums. 

The one thing VanHemert wants people to have as 
a takeaway from his newest work is this, “In life pain 
doesn’t have to be the last word.” An old Chinese 
proverb says, “Fall 7 times, stand up 8.”
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New and renewed members!
Thank you for your memberships, they are the lifeblood of WMJS. If you see spelling that needs 
correction, or think your name was missed, please contact wmjsmembership@gmail.com

New Members
AWD Smooth Jazz Group 

(In the Pocket)
David and Patricia Atkinson
John Briel and Kathleen   

Maguire
Beth and Gerald Clark
Nancy Czuhai
Dennis and Linda Demock
Florence Goodyear
Lynn Greening
Richard and Diane Harder
Heidi Hertel
Lynne Hill
Lori Jacobs
Becky Kaczmarski
Tim and Meg McAree
Jane Maksymowski
Bruce and Doris Robey
James and Charise Sawyer
Christopher Thompson
Matt and Lois Tomasiewicz
David and Cheryl Wells
Charlie and Anette Wison

Renewing Members
William Andersen
Joanne Ash 
Jon and Susan Bachelor
Joy Bartlett
James and Kathryn Batema
Ernie and Mary Beckwith
Kathleen Bloom
Ben Boerkoel
Ann Bower 
Kevin Bowling and Dani   

Grove

Max Colley Jr
Bill and Tami Coyne
Eddy Curtis
Tom and Jan Czermey
Marc and Linda Daneman
Bill and Nancy DeBoer
Shannan Denison and Kevin 

Hubbard
Diane Eddy
Kurt Ehinger
Kris and Wendy Ford
Carla Forslund
Deborah Garrow
Keith Gill
Geoffrey and Susan Gillis
John Gonzalez
Lynne Gorman Biernacki
Lynne Greening
Janet Grieme
Jerry Gritzmaker and Mark 

Vallee
Doug and Kathleen   

Groothuis
Wanda Guest
Yash N. Gupte and Sarah E. 

Adkins
Diane Hammerman
Jeanne Hoin
Timothy and Atalaya Hollis
Marilyn Holmes
Jane Hunter
Gilbert Judson
Lisa Kahny
Nathan Kark
Peter Kehoe
James Knack
Thomas Knific

MaryAnn and Michael Megan 
David and Debbie Maranda
Gary McCourry
Paul Guinness
Steve and Cathy Miller
Dorothy Munson and Rich 

Thrush
Susan Murphy
Michelle Needham
Bob and Cindy Nixon
Dan Ohlman and Stephanie 

Hicks
Laura Ohman
Byron Panasuk
Chuck and Linda Piccard
Deb Reister
Frank and Shelley Russo
Robert Sagorski
Jay Schoettley and Gail   

DeYoung
Dixie Shutter
Mark Siegrist
John Sinkevics
Kurt and Sharon Stiansen
Sandy Taylor
Sylvia Brooks Taylor
Vicki Travis
Toni VanderTill
Jake Vanderheyden 
Penni and John Weinger
Robert J. and Johnnie   

Wiegand
Christopher Wilson
Charlie Winslow and Judy 

Sopeland
Barbara Wisse
Terri Zinn

10  Jazz Notes
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March 25 - Tim Froncek’s  
Jazz Gumbo
March’s Jazz Gumbo marked the return to 
the stage of local jazz legend, educator, 
and Musician of the Year Tim Froncek. 
Tim was backed very professionally by 
Steve “Sandman’’ Sandner on keys and 
vocals, with Jordan Richards on the 
double bass. 

The trio came out swinging with the Tin 
Pan Alley tune, “Lullaby of the Leaves” 
by Bernice Petkere followed by a soulful 
atmospheric rendering of the Ahmad 
Jamal tune “Poinciana” featuring Tim 
with a soft jungle beat on the drums. 
Sonny Rollins’ “St. Thomas” featured 
a rousing extended bass solo by Mr. 
Richards and a drum solo that Tim sold 
with his customary style and humor.

 At the break, Lynne Greening won the 
50-50 raffl e and gave most of it back. 
Thanks Lynn for your added support for 
the scholarship fund.

The boys returned from the break with 
“Just Friends” a Charlie Parker tune 
which  featured Steve’s distinctive 
Bakeresque vocals and an impressive 
piano solo by the same Mr. Sandner. Max 
Colley III took to the drums and Steve 
Talaga to the keys for the standard “All 
of Me” which featured Mike Lutley on 
the tenor sax. Tim’s young protégé Colin 
Thompson took a turn on the drums 
for Ellington’s “Things Ain’t What They 
Seem.” 

Then Max III returned to the stage with his 
trumpet this time. He told a story of Tim’s 
disdain for ‘your typical sound engineer’ 
and the anxiety it caused a young Max on 
his fi rst paid gig. 

It was a great show and we hope to see 
more of these three talented musicians. 
Be sure to be at the next Jazz Gumbo 
when the Jazz Society will present the 
Tom Cutts Trio on April 21st.
         -Kevin Hubbard
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The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation 
Launches a New Initiative

Since its emergence over a hundred years ago, jazz 
has meant many different things to many different 
people, but its importance as the fi rst truly American 
artform is undeniable. 

Today, the artform is reaching an infl ection point—
when many musicians whose lineages can be 
connected to jazz’s origins are nearing the end 
of their careers. Their stories? They should be 
preserved and shared. And the living luminaries, 
themselves? They should be honored and cared for. 

In 2025, Mellon launched a $35 million initiative 
aimed at supporting the cultural preservation of 
jazz, championing the legacies of the artists who 
have played a pivotal role in its formation, and 
strengthening the broader jazz ecosystem through 
grants to organizations that are critical to the 
artform.  Musicians are at the center of this work, 
including an all-new Jazz Legacies Fellowship 
that—through a lifetime achievement award, along 
with tailored professional and personal support—
recognizes the pinnacle of creative achievement, 
technical mastery, and boundary-pushing 
expression.

This new fellowship announced that it has given 20 
jazz musicians $100,000 each, no strings attached. 
Just one stipulation: They must be at least 62 years 
old. The Mellon Foundation came up with the idea 
of honoring elder musicians with the Jazz Legacies 
Fellowship, says President Elizabeth Alexander. 
“Many of the folks who have been making the 
music forever were in need of support,” remembers 
Alexander. “When we thought about what the 
fellowship would look like, what would it mean to 
really say ‘We recognize your brilliance and we 
want, at this point in your lives, to be able to be as 
helpful as possible?’ “

Mellon partnered with The Jazz Foundation of 
America, a group that regularly gives support 
to struggling musicians. Executive Director Joe 
Petrucelli explains: “The life of a working jazz 
musician is a precarious one. They don’t have 
adequate insurance; they really live gig-to-gig. And 
when you encounter a crisis, there’s very little to fall 
back on.”

The cash prize is just one part of the fellowship, 
which also includes a variety of personal and 
professional services. The Jazz Foundation 
assembled a panel of luminaries — including 
Jason Moran, Terri Lyne Carrington, Arturo O’Farrill, 
Esperanza Spalding and Christian McBride — 
to come up with an initial list of 20 fellowship 
recipients, emphasizing mostly unheralded artists. 
Petrucelli says the panel asked: “Who are the artists 
who are so deserving of an honor like this but have 
never received anything like it?” They’re as young 
as 62-year-old drummer Shannon Powell — and as 
old as trumpeter Dizzy Reece, now 94.
At fi rst, Petrucelli wondered what late-career 
musicians would do with $100,000. He notes, 
“Artists well into their 80s have these very rigorous 
and demanding travel schedules that are kind 
of a requirement, just in order to survive. So, the 
fi nancial security offered by the fellowship may give 
them an opportunity to slow down the pace where 
they want to.” Instead, what he heard repeatedly 
was they wanted to use the money to continue their 
work. Petrucelli says these are “artists who have 
composed operas that are unfi nished that will now 
have an opportunity to complete them. Musicians 
who have archives of unreleased recordings that 
they’ve never really been able to get around to 
evaluating and releasing.”

68-year-old drummer Herlin Riley spent his career 
keeping the beat for greats like Wynton Marsalis, 
George Benson, Ahmad Jamal and Marcus 
Roberts. When he learned about winning the 
fellowship, he says he channeled comedian Redd 
Foxx.

“I felt like Fred Sanford when he fakes the heart 
attack: ‘I’m coming to see you, Elizabeth!’,” recalled 
Riley. Riley appreciates that this honor is coming at 
this stage of his life. “Oftentimes, it happens where 
you get your accolades after you pass away. 

The cash prize is just one part of the fellowship, 
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It’s so nice to get your fl owers while you can still 
smell them,” he adds. Instead of investing in his 
continued work, Riley says he intends to give away 
his cash prize. “I try to be a giving and a sharing 
person,” he says. “So, I’m happy that I can help 
make a difference in some other people’s lives.” 
The Jazz Foundation of America’s Joe Petrucelli 
says the plan is to award 30 more Jazz Legacies 
Fellowships over the next three years, at least.
The 2025 Jazz Legacies Fellows are:

• George Cables, 80, pianist, Queens, N.Y.
• Valerie Capers, 89, pianist, Bronx, N.Y.
• George Coleman, 89, saxophonist, New York, N.Y.
• Akua Dixon, 76, cellist, Westchester, N.Y.
• Manty Ellis, 92, guitarist, Milwaukee, Wisc.
• Tom Harrell, 78, trumpeter, New York, N.Y.
• Billy Hart, 84, drummer, Montclair, N.J.

• Bertha Hope, 88, pianist, New York, N.Y.
• Roger Humphries, 81, drummer, Pittsburgh, Pa.
• Carmen Lundy, 70, vocalist, Los Angeles, Calif.
• Amina Claudine-Myers,82, pianist, New York, N.Y.
• Roscoe Mitchell, 84, multireedist, Fitchburg, Wisc.
• Johnny O’Neal, 68, pianist, New York, N.Y.
• Shannon Powell, 62, drummer, New Orleans, La.
• Julian Priester, 89, trombonist, Seattle, Wash.
• Dizzy Reece, 94, trumpeter, Bronx, N.Y.
• Herlin Riley, 68, drummer, New Orleans, La.
• Michele Rosewoman, 71, pianist, New York, N.Y.
• Dom Salvador, 87, pianist, Long Island, N.Y.
• Reggie Workman, 87, bassist, New York, N.Y.

-Excerpts taken from The Mellon Foundation’s 
website and NPR’s Morning Edition by Phil Harrell

25 Years!    And still going strong!

Ah-Nab-Awen Park

Millennium Park
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May Jazz Around West Michigan
Venue address is provided the first time it is listed, all events in Grand Rapids are free of charge unless noted 

Schedules always subject to revisions, check online at www.wmichjazz.org for changes 

Thursday, May 1
• John Shea Trio at Sundance Grill and Bar, 

151 Ottawa NW 6-9pm 
• Michael Drost Trio at Sandy Point Beach House, 

7175 Lake Shore Dr., West Olive 6-9pm 
• Jeff Haas hosts, Laurie Sears and Lisa Flahive, 

Alluvion, 414 E. 8th Ave., Traverse City, 6-8:30pm

Friday, May 2
• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, 2434 Eastern Ave., SE, 

6-9:30pm
• Cool Jazz with Byron Center Jazz band and guest artist, 

Paul Nedzela, Van Singel Fine Arts Center, 8500   
Burlingame SW, Byron Center, 7-9:00pm, 
tickets vsfac.com/cool

Saturday, May 3
• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, 6-9:30pm
• Rick Ruether with Chris Corey at Testa Rosa, 

1017 Wealthy SE., 5:30-8:30pm
• Mary Rademacher Trio at JW Marriott, 6-10pm
• John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 6600 28th St, SE, 6:30-9:30pm
• Robin Connell and Paul Brewer, Septet, Alluvian Jazz   

Series, Traverse City, Tickets online or at the door, 
7:30-9:30pm

Sunday, May 4
• Fred Knapp Trio and Friends at Old Goat, 11am-2pm
 • Open Mic Jazz Jam at Turnstiles, hosted by Tommy Pancy, 

526 Stocking NW, 5-8pm

Monday, May 5
• John Shea Trio at Carolina Low Country Kitchen, 

2213 Wealthy SE, 7-10pm
• Robin Connell at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• Byron Center Jazz Band with Guest artist Paul Nedzela, 

Van Singel Fine Arts Center, 8500 Burlingame SW, $10, 
7-9pm

Tuesday, May 6
• Robin Connell at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• Jeff Shoup hosts, Tiffany Gridiron with Aya Sekine, Rueben 

Stump,  Moriarty’s, 802 E. Michigan Ave., Lansing, 7-10pm 
• *Djangophonique at Cliff Bell’s, 2030 Park Ave., Detroit, 

tickets online, 2 shows, 7:30 & 9:30pm

Wednesday, May 7
• Dutcher Snedeker at Old Goat, 6pm
• John Webber Duo at Drip Drop Lounge, 455 Bridge St. NW, 

7-10pm
• John Shea at Social House Kitchen and Bar, 25 Ottawa NW 

6-9pm

• Mike Drost and Dr. Jason Werkema at Lucy’s, 133   
Columbus Ave., Grand Haven, 6-8pm

• *Djangophonique at Cliff Bell’s, Ann Arbor, 2 shows, 
 7:30 & 9:30pm

Thursday, May 8
• John Shea Trio at Sundance Grill and Bar, 6-9pm 
• Lew Russ at Sandy Point Beach House, West Olive 6-9pm
• Jeff Haas, Randy Marsh, Alluvion, Traverse City, 6-8:30pm
• Mary Rademacher Trio at Testa Rossa Italian Ristorante, 

5:30-8:30pm
• Jeff Haas hosts, Laurie Sears and Lisa Flahive, Alluvion, 

Traverse City, 6-8:30pm
• *Djangophonique at Cliff Bell’s, Ann Arbor, 2 shows, 

 7:30 & 9:30pm

Friday, May 9 
• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, 6-9:30pm

Saturday, May 10
• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, 6-9:30pm
• John Shea Trio at Noto’s Old World Italian Restaurant,   

6600 28th SE, 6-9pm 
• Mark Kahny with Tim Johnson at Portobello Italian   

Restaurant, 41 Washington, Grand Haven 6-10pm
• Truth in Jazz Orchestra, Mona Shores Spring Jazz Concert, 

Mona Shores HS, 1121 Seminole Rd., Norton Shores,   
7:30pm, free

Sunday, May 11
• Fred Knapp Trio at Old Goat, 11am-2pm
• Jazz Open Mic Jam at Turnstiles 5-8pm

Monday, May 12
• Robin Connell at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• John Shea Trio at Carolina Low Country Kitchen, 7-10pm

Tuesday, May 13
• Robin Connell at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• Jeff Shoup hosts Bill Heid with Pat Prouty at Moriarty’s, 

Lansing, 7-10pm

Wednesday, May 14
• Dutcher Snedeker at Old Goat, 6pm
• John Shea at Social House Kitchen and Bar, 25 Ottawa NW 

6-9pm
• John Webber Duo at Drip Drop Lounge, 7-10pm
• Mike Drost and Dr. Jason Werkema at Lucy’s, 

Grand Haven, 6-8pm

Thursday, May 15 
• Mary Rademacher Trio at JW Marriott, 6-10pm
• John Shea Trio at Sundance Grill and Bar, 6-9pm 
• Jeff Haas, Randy Marsh, Alluvion, Traverse City, 6-8:30pm
• BPM Jazz at Sandy Point Beach House, West Olive 6-9pm
• Jeff Haas hosts, Laurie Sears, Anthony Stanco, Tariq   

Gardner, Alluvion, Traverse City, 6-8:30pm

Friday, May 16
• Marcus Printup (from Jazz at Lincoln Center) in concert 

with West Ottawa High School’s award winning Jazz Bands 
at West Ottawa’s Performing Arts Center, 3685 Butternut 
Drive, Holland. 7:30pm $10 at the door 

• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, Eastern Ave SE,   
6-9:30pm

Saturday, May 17
• Third Coast Swing at Old Goat, 6-9 pm
• Rick Ruether with Chris Corey at Testa Rosa, 

1017 Wealthy SE., 5:30-8:30pm
• John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 6:30-9:30pm

Sunday, May 18
• Elgin Vines 90th birthday bash! A donation fund raiser at 

Soul’s Church, 2727 Michigan St., SE, 6-8:30pm (please 
RSVP to eboessenkool@yahoo.com)

• Fred Knapp Trio and Friends at the Old Goat, 11am -2pm
• Rick Ruether, acoustic solo at The Holiday Bar, 

801 5th St., NW, 1-4pm
• Open Mic Jazz Jam at Turnstiles 5-8pm

Monday, May 19
• WMJS’S MONDAY NIGHT JAZZ GUMBO featuring Kathy 

Lamar Doors open at 6pm, Casino Club, 3260 Plainfield 
Ave., tickets at the door. Member price $25, without dinner, 
$18; Non-members, $30 with dinner, $23, without. Student 
price $17 with dinner, $10 without. The dinner choice is 
Gumbo or Chicken with Mashed potatoes and gravy. Both 
options come with salad and roll. 6:30-8:30pm

• John Shea Trio at Carolina Low Country Kitchen, 7-10pm
• Mark Kahny at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm

Tuesday, May 20
• Robin Connell at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• Truth in Jazz Orchestra, Teddy Spaghetti’s, 

513 Pontaluna Rd., Norton Shores, 7:30pm. $5 at door
• Jeff Shoup hosts Cliff Metcalf, Luke Sittard, Sam Corey at 

Moriarty’s, Lansing 7-10pm

Wednesday, May 21
• Dutcher Snedeker at Old Goat, 6pm
• John Shea Trio at Social House Kitchen and Bar, 6-9pm
• John Webber Duo at Drip Drop Lounge, 7-10pm
• Mike Drost and Dr. Jason Werkema at Lucy’s, 

Grand Haven, 6-8pm
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Thursday, May 15 
• Mary Rademacher Trio at JW Marriott, 6-10pm
• John Shea Trio at Sundance Grill and Bar, 6-9pm 
• Jeff Haas, Randy Marsh, Alluvion, Traverse City, 6-8:30pm
• BPM Jazz at Sandy Point Beach House, West Olive 6-9pm
• Jeff Haas hosts, Laurie Sears, Anthony Stanco, Tariq   

Gardner, Alluvion, Traverse City, 6-8:30pm

Friday, May 16
• Marcus Printup (from Jazz at Lincoln Center) in concert 

with West Ottawa High School’s award winning Jazz Bands 
at West Ottawa’s Performing Arts Center, 3685 Butternut 
Drive, Holland. 7:30pm $10 at the door 

• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, Eastern Ave SE,   
6-9:30pm

Saturday, May 17
• Third Coast Swing at Old Goat, 6-9 pm
• Rick Ruether with Chris Corey at Testa Rosa, 

1017 Wealthy SE., 5:30-8:30pm
• John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 6:30-9:30pm

Sunday, May 18
• Elgin Vines 90th birthday bash! A donation fund raiser at 

Soul’s Church, 2727 Michigan St., SE, 6-8:30pm (please 
RSVP to eboessenkool@yahoo.com)

• Fred Knapp Trio and Friends at the Old Goat, 11am -2pm
• Rick Ruether, acoustic solo at The Holiday Bar, 

801 5th St., NW, 1-4pm
• Open Mic Jazz Jam at Turnstiles 5-8pm

Monday, May 19
• WMJS’S MONDAY NIGHT JAZZ GUMBO featuring Kathy 

Lamar Doors open at 6pm, Casino Club, 3260 Plainfield 
Ave., tickets at the door. Member price $25, without dinner, 
$18; Non-members, $30 with dinner, $23, without. Student 
price $17 with dinner, $10 without. The dinner choice is 
Gumbo or Chicken with Mashed potatoes and gravy. Both 
options come with salad and roll. 6:30-8:30pm

• John Shea Trio at Carolina Low Country Kitchen, 7-10pm
• Mark Kahny at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm

Tuesday, May 20
• Robin Connell at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• Truth in Jazz Orchestra, Teddy Spaghetti’s, 

513 Pontaluna Rd., Norton Shores, 7:30pm. $5 at door
• Jeff Shoup hosts Cliff Metcalf, Luke Sittard, Sam Corey at 

Moriarty’s, Lansing 7-10pm

Wednesday, May 21
• Dutcher Snedeker at Old Goat, 6pm
• John Shea Trio at Social House Kitchen and Bar, 6-9pm
• John Webber Duo at Drip Drop Lounge, 7-10pm
• Mike Drost and Dr. Jason Werkema at Lucy’s, 

Grand Haven, 6-8pm

Thursday, May 22
• John Shea Trio at Sundance Grill and Bar, 6-9pm 
• Wally Michaels and Guest at Sandy Point Beach House, 

West Olive, 6-9pm
• Mary Rademacher Trio at Testa Rossa Italian Ristorante, 

5:30-8:30pm
• Jeff Haas hosts, Laurie Sears, Anthony Stanco, Tariq   

Gardner, Alluvion, Traverse City, 6-8:30pm

Friday, May 23
• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, 6-9:30pm

Saturday, May 24
• Third Coast Swing at Old Goat, 6-9pm
• John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 6:30-9:30pm
• Mark Kahny with Tim Johnson at Portobello,

 Grand Haven 6-10pm
• Mary Rademacher Trio at JW Marriott, 6-10pm

Sunday, May 25
• Fred Knapp Trio at the Old Goat, 11am-2pm
• Open Mic Jazz Jam at Turnstiles, 5-8pm
• Rick Reuther and the Tom Hagen Trio on The Grand Lady   

Riverboat, 825 Taylor St., Jenison, tickets $23 online, 1-3pm
• Jim Cooper Quintet, Saugatuck Women’s Club, 303 Butler, 

Saugatuck, 7:30pm $20at the door

Monday, May 26
• Mark Kahny at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• John Shea Trio at Carolina Low Country Kitchen, 7-10pm

Tuesday, May 27
• Robin Connell at The Old Goat, 5:30-8:30pm
• Jeff Shoup hosts NYC trombonist Altin Sencalar CD release 

party at Moriarty’s, Lansing, 7-10pm

Wednesday, May 28
• Dutcher Snedeker at Old Goat, 6pm
• John Shea at Social House Kitchen and Bar, 6-9pm
• John Webber Duo at Drip Drop Lounge, 7-10pm
• Mike Drost and Dr. Jason Werkema at Lucy’s, 

Grand Haven, 6-8pm

Thursday, May 29
• John Shea Trio at Sundance Grill and Bar, 6-9pm 
• Michael Drost at Sandy Point Beach House, West Olive 6-9pm 
• Jeff Haas hosts, Laurie Sears, Anthony Stanco, Tariq   

Gardner, Alluvion, Traverse City, 6-8:30pm

Friday, May 30
• Third Coast Swing at the Old Goat, 6-9:30pm

Saturday, May 31
• John Shea Trio at Noto’s, 6:30-9:30pm
• Fred Knapp Trio at the Old Goat, 11am-2pm
• Mary Rademacher Trio at Testa Rossa Italian Ristorante, 

5:30-8:30pm
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Interested in volunteering?  ❑
Receive JazzNotes by e-mail ❑      or by mail  ❑

Detach and mail with check made payable to 
West Michigan Jazz Society
P.O. Box 150307, Grand Rapids, MI 49515

Students   $20  
Student Musician   $20  

Single   $35  
Individual Jazz Musician   $35  

Couple   $50  
Donor  $100  

Jazz Band (2-4 members)  $100  
Patron  $250  

Featured Jazz Venue  $250  
($250 or equivalent product donation)

   Benefactor  $500 
Sponsor  $500 

($500 minimum donation 
or equivalent product donation)

  Donation Only  $_________ 

616-490-9506
(or join online) 

wmichjazz@gmail.com

West Michigan Jazz Society Board Members
Board meetings are now held virtually on Google Meet. 4th Saturday 

of each month, 9:30 am, If anyone wants to view them they can ask for the link
WMJS main number . . .  616-490-9506     

Email . . .info@wmichjazz.org      
Shannan Denison – President, Laura Ohman – Vice President 

       Jim Reed – Treasurer,  Jake Vanderheyden – Secretary
Kevin Hubbard,  Jordan VanHemert, Jan Basham, James Sawyer

If a dual membership, BOTH names must be listed

Newsletter for members of the West Michigan Jazz Society




